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al 


\rmy has no friend to its true interests warmer || 
shan Lam, for no one knows better than I do the | 
« worth, the accomplished education, the 


; ned intellect, the chivalric sense of true 
, or, that pervades the officers of that Army. It 
was well enough to mention these cases in an 
order from headquarters, if there was nothing else 
to mention, for I know such honorable remark is 
nur to young ambition, and has a most bene- 
‘al effect upon the esprit de corps of the Army; 
_sir, it is out of the question to draw on such 
ay order, addressed to the Army by General Scott, 
as material to be gravely introduced into debate 
here, to influence the nation’s judgment to an 
increase of the Army! Overworked! Why, Mr. 
Speaker, of these twenty-five cases of ‘conflicts, ”’ 
it appears thirteen occurred during last year in the 
military department of Texas. The actors in each 
case, excepttwo, were detachments from the sec- 
d cavalry; the whole number of days in the 


scipil 


ozgregate of service, specified in these reports, | 
was sixty days in the eighteen months; and the || 


whole number of men employed in all of these 
exploits, when aggregated, was less that two hun- 
dred and fifty. Usually, the ‘gallant exploit’’ was 
that of a young lieutenant with his platoon, or of 
, serjeant with his squad, and most frequently 
the expedition or the pursuit did not last through 
more than four or five days. Now, sir, as I said 
efore, it was kind and considerate in the Com- 
manding General to stimulate the ambition and 
rouse the pride of these young officers, by letting 
their names and gallant service be attested by his 
signature to their comrades and the country; but 
what do you think must be his emotions when 
he beholds the uses to which they have been put 
in this debate ? 
that which the gentleman from Virginia selected 


sthe climax for one of his rounded periods— | 


that in which he says three Indian encampments 
were surprised in a single day! If members will 
look to the record, they will see that this expe- 
dition consisted of about sixty men under a cap- 
tain,and that, from its commencement to its close, 
it lasted all of one day; that it went forth from 
Fort Clark ona September morning in 1856, when 
everybody knows it was more pleasant to be out 
of doors than in the house, and it returned before 
the dews of evening tarnished the luster of their 
sabres, In the course of the day, this expedition 
surprised three parties of Indians; but whether 
they were together or separated is not stated; of 
what force they were, respectively or in the ag- 
gregate, is not stated; how many actions took 
}).ace Is not stated; but it is stated that they were 
‘i surprised ** between the Rio Grande and the 
Pecos, near their junction,’’and the returns from 
tie field foot up thus: 

Killed. 
Americans See 
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Wounded. Missing. 
none 


none 


And I suppose all the rest were missing, for the 


Let me illustrate the whole by | 


FRIDAY, MARCH 19, 1858. 


having said that our Army travels over more 
ground than any hundred thousand men in any 
other service, and therefore the Army should be 
increased, argues the gentleman from Virginia. 
The Quartermaster General forms his judgment 
upon the length and magnitude of his own trans- 
portation accounts, | suppose; and I quite agree 
with him, that they would seem to represent the 


movement of a hundred thousand men rather than | 


of the little corps of our skeleton Army. I do 
not believe such amounts for ‘‘ transportation ”’ 
can be exhibited in any other service in the world; 
but I confess my inabilily to perceive how the 
public burden, in this particular, is to be allevi- 
ated by adding to the number of men to demand addi- 
tional transportation! 
the integrity of the accounts, for I have no doubt 
they are all right upon the requisitions they have 
filled; their magnitude is occasioned by the long 
voyages by sea and river, and by the long dis- 
tances overland by which supplies have to be fur- 
nished to outposts. Butthe Quartermaster Gen- 
eral would concur in my opinion, I imagine, 


that the only remedy for this misfortune would , 


be such an increase of the Army that divisions 
of it might be permanently assigned to military 
departments, to remain therein fora term of years; 
so that, when detachments might be required to 
move from one point to another of the department, 
the movement might be made by marches instead 
of by steam and rail over great distances, and so 
that the soldiers might earn their subsistence, in 
great part, by working fields and raising stock 
around their permanent military homes. Then his 
transportation accounts would diminish: but the 
Paymaster General’s pay accounts would increase ; 
and we should probably find, in the result, that 
transportation was only exchanged into pay for 
additional personnel to the Army corps. I doubt 
whether such an exchange would be either a 
sound or wise economy. 

So much for the first position of the gentleman 
from Virginia. He assumed another, thus: the 
policy of Government having concentrated the 
Indian tribes west of the Mississippi, as the em- 
igrant routes to the Pacific traverse the region 
through which the Indians now roam, the safety 
of the emigrants demands a military police of the 
paths of emigration, which the existing Army can- 
not furnish, but to which the public faith is im- 
pliedly pledged by the obligation every Govern- 
ment owes to afford protection to its people when 
legitimately employed. When the policy was 
adopted of removing the Indians to the west of 
the Mississippi, the chief motive was to concen- 


| trate them so as to avoid the requisition of an ad- 


report concludes with this account of capture and || 


confiscation: ‘* Their animals and other property 


Lilt 


inference is clear that there was no regular 


capitulation, but that the captain made ‘a clean’ 


Sweep;”’ and that so many of the Indian armies 
‘s escaped went, ‘nor stood upon the order of 
‘her going,’’ but went like the Roman legions 
“io passed the Caudine forks, stripped of arms, 
~'ssaze, property, and clothes. It is from the 
“nia rises, all enthused with military ardor, to 
‘Xclaim, in tones of gushing eloquence, ‘* Let the 
sirmy be increased !?? 

I he Army overworked! Where? How? When? 
Vhat foe has it encountered worthy the name 
“ ehemy, except in the service performed by 

‘tenant Colonel Buchanan in Oregon, and pos- 
Washineeatant gorse given to the Indians in 
g y Steptoe and Keyes? None; I 
dare Say, none, sir; for I do not suppose Colonel 
,-‘Hner regards his pursuit of the Cheyennes, in 
oe as worthy of mention among his deeds 
i real war, 

But Quartermaster General Jesup is cited as 


74 


were taken or destroyed;’’ from which, I take it, | 


‘tory of this adventure that my friend from Vir- | 


ditional force to guard against their hostilities. 
This was General Jackson’s avowed policy; and 
it seems to me singular that this very concentra- 
tion of the Indians should afford the especial rea- 


| son upon which now to base the application for 


an increase of the military force. Ifthe argument 
succeeds, the vote will be a pointed condemnation 
of Jackson’s administration, and a rectification, 
at the public expense, of the errors to which he 
subjected the country. Is that a point the Dem- 
ocratic party now pungent: under the guidance 
of the gentleman from Virginia, to attain? 

But, independently of this view of the question, 
let me ask what amount of force and what kind 
of force will meet the demand for a military po- 
lice of the paths of emigraticn from our Atlantic 
to our Pacific shores? The routes are numerous— 
the points of destination for the emigrant as vari- 
ous nearly as the differing latitudes of neighbor- 
hoods in our western and southern country. We 
are told by the gentleman that, as a police force, 
we now have scarcely one man toevery two miles 
of these emigrant routes. What additional secu- 


| rity would five regiments yield, if disposed in de- 


14 
1 


tachments along the same lines? But when you 
commence the system, in response to the alleged 
governmental obligation, where will you stop? 
Directly the tide of emigration will flow towards 
Arizona, and possibly to Dacotah. Will you also 
respond to these routes? Will you apply this 
military police to the route from Bexar tc El 


I do not mean to impugn | 
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Paso; from Arkansas to Santa Fé; from El Paso 
to San Francisco; from Dacotah to Washington 
rr . 5 r ° . 

Territory? Where will the emigrant go, that he 


| may not with equal justice demand your protec- 


tion, provided he has to travel over wilderness 
and wastes? The men who settled the valleys 
of the Ohio and the Mississippi had no such pro- 
tection thrown around their adventures in search 
of new lands. They had no army to watch their 


| footsteps, or to ward off the ambuscade of their 


| Savage 


and relentless foes. They went forth 


| from the Atlantic settlements with their wives 


and children, depending upon their own sagacity, 
prudence, and courage, for success, and there es- 
tablished that great domain beyond the mount- 
ains which is now the heart and power of this 
Republic. Who is it that calls for help to go to 
Oregon and California? What native American 
has ever complained or filed his petition here 
for a safe-guard of regular soldiers to escort him 
across the continent? I am disposed to afford 
whatever security Government can render to the 


| American citizen, wherever he may be; but the 


idea is not welcome to me that the perry de- 
mand a cordon of soldiers to police a wilderness 
through thousands of miles that they may be 


| protected who leave their homes in one part of 


the country to seek their fortunes in another. It 
involves the idea of an enormous and exhaustive 
expense; for these troops must be supplied; they 
must be sheltered from the snows of winter and 
the rains of summer; their clothing and provis- 
ions must be transported to them; and, pt me all, 
they will be of little or no service in preventing 
small bands of roving and starving Indians from 
crossing the route of the emigrant when no sol- 
diers are near. You now have a number of posts 


in Texas, but the Indian goes wherever he feels 


stead almost with impunity. 


an inclination to pass, turns your forts by a de- 
tour of a mile or so from the direct path and 
swoops down upon the traveler, or upon the home- 
It cannot be other- 
wise, where the frontier is so extensive. This 
bill provides the best kind of force for Texas 


| that the condition of her settlements will allow, 


It is a provision with which she is content, I un- 
derstand. It will relieve her of the regulars, and 
afford a considerable disposable force of these to 
meet the other wants of Government, so far as 


| regulars can supply a force. 


J have thus reviewed the gentleman’s speech, 
so far as it excluded the condition of affairs in 
Utah from consideration in the discussion. I trust 
I have proved to the House that the evidence 


| has not been even persuasive that the regular 
| Army has been overworked, or that any practi- 


cal good could be accomplished by increasing it, 
under the notion of affording a military police to 
the emigrant routes across the continent. 

There was another view taken by the gentle- 
man, in which he includes the condition of things 


| in Utah as a proper element in the decision of this 
bill, and of the general proposition to increase the 


military force of the country. I propose, as briefly 


as the nature of the case will permit, to follow his 


lead through this part of his argument also, It 
will not be necessary, for this purpose, that I 
should discuss the question whether the Territory 
of Utah is in a state of rebellion. For the sake 
of the argument, we will assume that Utah is in 
a state of rebellion, and that an addition to the 
military force of the country is demanded for the 
service in Utah. This brings forward the ques- 
tions, what amount of additional force is required ? 
shall it consist of regulars, or of the citizen vol- 
unteers ? 

As to the amount of force, the Coramittee on 
Military Affairs has adopted the basis presented 
by the Executive. He demands five regiments; 
the bill provides for five. But the gentleman from 
Virginia says we do not furnish such troops as the 
President desires; that he asks for one sort and 
we offer him another. Sir, the bill leaves to the 
President the option to have the troops mounted 
or afoot, as he may prefer, armed as riflemen or 


| musketry, as dragoons or light cavalry, volugeurs 


'! or lancers, just as he may wish. 


Congress could 





ae 
: 





1170 | 


not be more liberal. Thatis not ie point ofcom- 
plaint with the Administration. It emands reg- 
ulara—regulars, sir; and the bill provides for cit- 
izen volunteers. ‘The gentleman from Virginia 
acknowledges this to be the difficulty, and, as I 
think most unfortunately for the Administration, 
has undertaken to prove, by reference to the re- 
ports from the War Office, that the citizen sol- 
diery of this country is less efficient, more expens- 
ive, less worthy of confidence in every military 
point of view than troops enlisted in the regular 
Army. I deny this proposition in the name of the 
American people. Jt is not sustained by the his- 
tory of our country; it is not sustained by the 
facts in any war in which the United States have 
ever engaged. Unroll the roster of the military 
names of America, and for every one that is con- 
spicuous for gallantry, service, or skill belonging 
to the regular Army, I will furnish two from those 
who sprang from the body of the people to meet 
the crisis, were actors at the head of your forces 
in the same campaigns, and stand the peers in 
every respect of the regulars who now seek to 
institute this invidious comparison. It was the 
young Virginia volunteer who sayed the wrecks 
of the British Army from utter destruction drawn 
upon it by the folly and ignorance of Braddock, 
its regular commander. It was that same officer 
who conducted our war of independence to its 
great result. “Che Tennesseean, drawn from civic 
pursuits, illustrated the valor of American volun- 
teers upon the plains of Chalmette. The leading 
spirit of the North—Jacob Brown—in the same 
war, came from the pursuits of civil life to recover 
ground lost by the regular general theretofore in 
charge of your armies. 
who left his territorial government to fight in the 
second war of independence, and to win the battle 
of the Thames. 

I will not multiply instances. 


They crowd 


upon the memory to illustrate the truth of my || 


It was Old ‘Tippecanoe 


general proposition; but | will stand upon the re- | 


sults of the Mexican war to vindicate the claim of 
the citizen volunteer to the confidence of his coun- 
try against the aspersions which have been cast 
upon his efficiency. It may be possible that the 
list of the dead and wounded of the regulars, in- 
cluding the charge on Molino del Rey, exhibits 
a greater number of regulars than of volunteers 
in the valley of Mexico; but does it exhibit that 


superiority in proportion to the nambers of each | 


engaged in the actions? If itdid, | ask whether it 
proves the point of the gentleman from Virginia, 
to wit: that the regular walks to death where the 
volunteer soldier fears to tread; or that the volun- 
teer is not selected in the service for dangerous 


and destructive efforts, when the regulars are at | 


hand? I say no such deduction can be fairly drawn 
from the facts, and that the history of the Mexi- 
can war does notexhibita single instance in which 
the regular soldiery of our Army recovered ground 
that the volunteer had abandoned, or led into the 
deadly and imminent breach which the volunteer 
shrank from. 1 defy the War Office and those 


who have got up this assault upon the volunteers, | 


to bring forward a single case which can truth- 


fully illustrate such a statement. On the contrary, | 


I think the history of that war affords the proud- 
est vindication of the title of the citizen soldiery 
to the confidence of their country. 

How many volunteer corps were in the valley of 
Mexice? Only some two or three regiments, I 
am informed by the gentleman who so gallantly 


commanded them. And, sir, nearly all the regulars | 


you had in Mexico were there. 
volunteers, when you come to consider the num- 
bers of the one and of the other, that you shall 


assume upon such data the superiority of the reg- | 


ular over the volunteer? 

Mr. QUITMAN. There were three regiments 
of volunteers in the valley of Mexico: the second 
Pennsylvania, the New York, and the Carolina 


regiments. The first Pennsylvania was at Puebla, | 


and there met the assault of Santa Anna. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 
plan is to take equal numbers of both. It is said 
that the volunteers are more sickly than the reg- 
ulars, and the letter of the Surgeon General is 
paraded to prove that fact. In addition to the 
reason given by the chairman of the Committee 
on Military Affairs, I will make a special reply 
to the reference of the Surgeon General to the 


The right | 


Keatucky cavalry, which regiment was in that } 


service under my own command. That corps 


was mustered into service on the 9th of June, | 
1846, at Louisville. It was not moved until after 
the 4th of July; and young men who had left 
comfortable homes were exposed at once for 
nearly a month to the inclemencies of the weather 
without sufficient tenting to cover them from the 
storms of the season. The corps was embarked 
on steamers and transported to Memphis, and 
there encamped for two weeks between the Ar- 
kansas swamps and the Mississippi. It would 
have been strange had not the fevers of the cli- 
mate began their ravages upon the troops. Fi- 
nally, without orders, except as I gathered them 
from the general directions of the Department of 
War, I put the regiment in motion on the 15th of 
July, and, in the depth of the southern summer, 
marched from Memphis through Arkansas and 
Texas, on towards San Antonio; when I was | 
commanded in September, at a time when the 
regiment was in first rate health and order, to 
move to Port Lavacca, in Texas, and there to halt, 
and to await orders from General Taylor, who 
was at Monterey, in Mexico. At such a season, 
after months of daily activity in the saddle, to be 
brought to a state of repose, and so exposed on 
the shore of the Gulf of Mexico for another month | 
to the autumnal sun, and in the lowlands of that 
region, it would have been very wonderful if that 
regiment had not become sickly. In that situa- 


| tion, it is true, sir, we had, some days, two hun- 


| every case in the service. 


dred and fifty on the sick list, and the southern 
fever passed with such fierceness through the com- 
mand that again, on my own responsibility, I 
determined to move the regiment on towards 
Mexico; and I found, as I expected to find, that 
with action came renewed health to my troops. 
So soon as the corps left the Gulf, the condition 
of the men improved; and when we reached the 
Army at Monterey, the health of the regiment 
was reéstablished; though the bitter experiment 
to which the corps had been subjected had cost 
the lives of many gallant sons of Kentucky. 
The facts in my case are the history of nearly 
Every one who was 
in that service will remember that the volunteer 
regiments were not pressed to the front, until the 
regulars were ordered to Vera Cruz;‘and there- 
fore, sir, a comparison of health instituted be- 
tween them might be expected to exhibit the nat- 


| ural tendency to disease, by persons sheltered in 


| a high and healthy region, and of others exposed 


in a low and sickly region. 
plain of the “eee yom assigned to the troops in 
that service; but I mention these facts merely to 
prove how utterly absurd it is to attempt to arrive 
at a general conclusion by comparison, when the 
data from which the calculations are made present 
such widely differing circumstances. Why should 
not the volunteer soldier be as healthy as the reg- 
ular, under the same circumstances? Do they not 
feed upon the same rations? Are they not enti- | 
tled to the same camp equipage? Does the healthy 

man, whose habits have been regular, and whose | 
life has been devoted to the pursuit of honest in- | 
dustry, present a constitution more predisposed | 
to disease than such men as enlist at your re- | 
eruiting stations for service in the regular Army? | 


| It is said the regulars undergo a physical exam- 


Is it just to the || 


_vey and have it condemned. 


ination before they are accepted; so do the vol- 
unteers, when they are mustered into service; and 
such an examination can be ordered in the one 
case as well as in the other. 


As toexpense, you may say that the men waste || 
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sustained by any gentleman who has seen seryjep 
I have not gone into an examination of this ma: 
ter, but if you will take fifty regulars and ff, 
volunteers, and serve out to each company), 


| same amount of rations, give them exactly 4), 


_ of an increase of the standing Army. 


same place to sleep in, it is inconceivable tp me 
how one company will cost more than the other. 
and I respectfully submit to my friend [\, 
Fav Kner] that his arithmetic is quite as bad a3 
his logic. 

I regret, Mr. Speaker, that Congress shoy|q 
have witnessed this onslaught by the Adminis. 
tration upon the volunteer soldiery of the coyy. 
try. I have never met a volunteer officer, jy) o, 
out of the service, who has exhibited a disposi. 
tion to snatch a leaf from the laurels of the regy. 
lar Army. But this is not the first time I have seo 
the attempt to condemn the efficiency of the yo). 
unteers by those who are the constant advocates 
The effort 
will fail this time—fail signally; for in both wings 
of this Capitol are men who have served bot) as 


_regular and as volunteer officers, whose united 


_ tion, to which I desire to recur. 


I do not now com- 4 


serena neanntnsllinpanesuantibavengiassqntedttnsntastostpssiinaangusieumnssssaGO 


'| verdict will resist the attempted distinetion. They 


would be untrue to the interest of the Army itse'f 
were they to fail to frown upon this unwise mode 
of influencing the opinion of Congress to vote ay 
increase of the regular Army. 

The gentleman made an extraordinary declara. 
He character. 
ized the citizen volunteer as the representative 
only of popular passions; and preferred the res. 
ular because he is ** the child of obedience ’—* the 
mere machine that can be wielded by superior 
intelligence.’’ I listened to this sentiment with 


| great surprise; for, though I had been prepared, 


by events which have heretofore transpired, to ex- 
pect the action of the absolutist from the Execu- 
tive, I did not presume that, in the call for more 
troops, it would be urged as an argument that tho 
Administration objected to the intelligence of the 
citizen soldier, and wanted a machine only that 
could be wielded to any purpose by command of 
the superior. When Napoleon assumed the en- 
pire, he proposed to do so ‘* to preserve the |ib- 
erty of France.’’ I do not remember the occasion 


|| when heretofore the Executive has boldly ad- 


vanced, as a reason for choosing a particular kind 
of troops, that he wanted a soldiery without sen- 
sibility, which he could handle as a mere machine 
by the exertion of executive will. There wasa 
time, within my recollection, when Democracy 
rejoiced in the sentiment that the citizen soldier 
is the main strength of the Republic, and a well- 
regulated militia the chief bulwark of popular !i)- 
erty. Shade of Patrick Henry! what voice is 


| this from your Virginia that now rejects the citl- 


zen soldier because he is the child of passion, and 
adopts the regular because he is the mere machine 
in the hands of power? Shade of Jefferson! look 
upon this example and sample of Democracy, «uid 
tell us if these sentiments are the same you incul- 
cated, and by yielding to which the American peo- 
le will preserve long the liberty which they liave 
inherited ! 
In my judgment, given as that of a man some- 
what conversant with military affairs, the force 
provided for by this bill will be as efficient in ser- 


_vice as any ever mustered by the United States. 


their rations, and do not know how to take care | 


of them; but I tell you if they do they get no more 
on that account. It is useless then to talk about 
expense. I saw some of my men at the com- 


| stake of personal reputation in the communi! 


mencement of the campaign, throw away their || 


rations. I well recollect when I crossed at Fulton 
upon the Red river,| had to make a march of twenty 


That judgment rests first upon the general cape- 
city of the American citizen to make himsel! ® 
soldier when his duty calls to arms. He brings 
health, physical vigor, courage, activity, ¢aj* 
city for endurance, intelligence, patriotism, ant * 


vil 
\ 
hy 


which he expects to return when the service snail 


| have terminated; that, taken altogether, afford th’ 


best possible guarantees for his military efficiency: 


| He combines, in his own person, all these qual: 


days through a wilderness, Putting all my rations | 


upon the wagons, I plunged into the wilderness. 
One day one of the captains came to me, saying 
it was impossible for his men to eat such bread as 
was given to them. Said I, ‘* Call a board of sur- 
You are entitled to 
have your rations commuted formoney.’’ **What 
shall [ do here,’’ said he, ‘with money? We 
want bread.’’ ** Open another barrel,’’ I replied. 


| He opened another barrel, and it was no better. 


‘*Well, we will pay you inmoney.’’ **We want | 

no money,” he replied, ** we must eat this, or die.”’ 
The idea that it is more expensive to feed, | 

clothe, and give shelter to a volunteer will not be | 


ties of the true soldier to as high a degree, °°" 
tainly, as the kind of men who usually enlist !" 
the regular service. The length of the term 0! 
which this force will be mustered into servic’— 
eighteen months, if necessary to the public | 


| terest—avoids the objections of gentlemen to short 


_ enlistments upon economical considerations, 


accustomed to the duties of the soldier. Bs 
length of time fixed by the bill for the engast 


an 


insures the Government, in the material pol": 
that the service of the volunteer will be continue’ 
long after he has, by drill and discipline, becom 


e 


ment of the volunteer, was determined by the " 


° . » y s pr 
ture of the expected service. It insures ae 
vice to the Government for a second campals 
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c : | 
nyublic interest shall demand it, yet avoids the 
hardships and expense of wintering the force the 


he 


cond year in the snows of Utah. Suppose the 

viments were ready for muster by the Ist of 
\pril. Their engagements would extend to the 
jst of October, 1859, which would give the coun- 
ery the benefit of their service, not only for the 
-ampaign of this year, but of next year; for, after 
Oerober, in that climate, the troops must go into 
yinter quarters. The volunteer, discharged in 
Utah in the fall of 1859, could return to the States 

fore the winter usually sets in with Severity in 

climate. The Military Committee considered 

these points in establishing the length of time 
for their service. — 

The regiments will probably be called from the 
western States, because these are nearest to the 

ality at which the troops will be wanted, and 
aford the men whose modes of life and customs 
»romise those qualities which fit them peculiar! 
for the expected service. ‘The Mormons of Utah 
re inured, by fifteen years of experience in border 
fe, to all the hardships of the frontier, and they 
have become experts in the use of the rifle and in 
che management of the horse. Doubtless they 
‘an master a formidable force, which, being per- 
fectly familiar with the general topography of 
their country, and accustomed alone to scout the 
mountain ranges of that frontier, would be most 
efficient light troops in a war upon our transport- 
ution, which, at that distance from the general 
jepots for the Army, becomes a most important 
vartof ouractual strength. These volunteers will 
be as familiar as the Mormons with the rifle, as 
expert in horsemanship, and as ready of device 
inall the strategy of border men. They will be as 
capable of action individually, or in small parties, 
1s quick on the trigger, and as ready to pull it. In 
theserespects, Which are all-important, should the 
tactical operations ofa campaign determine a resort 
toa guerrilla war, the volunteer force would be far 
superior to the regular Army, in which it is appre- 
hended there is a deficiency in these very qualities, 
that, in the event referred to, would be so essential 
to success. If, on the contrary, the campaign 
should demand the evolutions of troops in masses, 
the volunteer corps would possess all the activity, 
valor, intelligence, and endurance which consti- 
tute the best elements on which to make the suc- 
cessful application of military skill. 

There is another consideration which should 
control the decision of the choice between volun- 
teers and regulars. The volunteer regiments are 
ready to-day; they can be moved on the instant; 
the regulars would have to be recruited, and after- 
wards drilled and disciplined in the schools of the 
soldier, the company, and battalion, before they 
would be ready to be in the field. This necessit 
would cost the United States the loss of this year’s 
campaign, and, possibly, protract a struggle in 
Utah until it became chronic and most difficult of 
adjustment. The gentleman from Virginia sup- 
posed that the additional recruits authorized in 
ase of an increase of the Army, would be main- 
tained at the posts for the purpose of learning the 
Juues of the soldier, and thus the veteran regi- 
ents, already disciplined, might be moved im- 
mediately to the theater of these disturbances. 
But this supposition fails to have practical point 
‘or the reason that the veterans cannot leave the 
posts until the raw recruits shall have been en- 
usted; and this process must consume so much 
‘ime as to leave none for a campaign this year. 

ou cannot enlist the men for five regiments ina 


week, Or a month, or two months. The statistics | 


the recruiting service prove that the business 
“ves slowly on, and that it is unequal to the task 
‘! providing men to fill up the ranks of the Army 
> US present authorized strength. How can it be 
“Xpected, then, that the increase of the Army by 
live additional regiments, will so stimulate the re- 
“Tuiling service as to enable the veterans to leave 
“© posts at once for Utah! If they can leave at 
eee the law shall authorize recruits to be 
the - — Supply their places at the posts, then 
fy can leave also without such a provision, for 
‘elf places at the posts cannot probably be sup- 
pied by the process of enlistment in the lapse of 
“whole season. For the last year the returns 
Siow that the aggregate of enlistments for the reg- 
ular Army was only five thousand five hundred and 
dink while the casualties in the Army, by deaths, 
~““harges, and desertions, were five thousand 
seven hundred and twenty-nine; so that the process 
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of enlistment failed, by more than two hundred, 
to supply the present wants of the service. How 
can it be expected, then, continuing at the same 
rate, ever to fill up the new regiments in time for 
immediate service, or so as to release the old regi- 
ments from their present duties at the existing 
posts? Pass this bill, and the ranger regiment 
tor Texas will immediately place at the disposal 
of Government more than two thousand regulars, 
who are returned as posted in that military de- 
partment so late as July, 1857. If these are wanted 
for immediate service in Utah, is it not astonish- 
ing that the gentleman from Virginia should op- 
pose a bill which provides Texas with the troops 
which, according to her experience with both, is 


| preferable to regulars for frontier service, and 


which, at the same time, gives the Administra- 
tion the immediate use of two thousand men? 
But there isanother reason: Wedo not know that 


_ there is going to be a Mormon war; but [ think pru- 


dential considerations suggest to us the propriety 
of reinforcing the troops now in that quarter, and 
of doing so rapidly. But suppose that when they 
reach Utah the Mormons be all found in their 
fields engaged in the daily avocations of common 
labor. We cannot commence, under such a state 
of things, to exterminate them on account of the 
past; and you perceive that we can get rid of the 
volunteers by marching them home, that the 


| President may discharge them. Not so with the 
| regulars. If we want troops at all, we want them 


| now. 


And that consideration determines in part 
this bill. More than five regiments of volunteers 
are now ready for the service. They are ready 
to march to-morrow, so that you may be as- 
sured of the benefit of a summer’s campaign with 
them. 

We propose to give you men who will be the 
equals of their foes, in the knowledge of horse- 
manship, in the use of the rifle, and in individuality 
of character. Youcannotact with masses of troops 
ona scattered and dispersed population like the 
Mormons. They will harass your trains, they 
will cut off your straggling parties, and they will 
sweep down on small bodies of men wherever 
they are found unprotected. It will be a war of 
transportation. It will be a war in which your 
unprotected messenger or express who carries 
orders from point to point will be garroted in the 
mountains; and you will never know the hand that 
struck him. Your men from Ireland and your 
men from Germany may be gallant. I do not 
pretend to detract from their reputation for gal- 
lantry. They have not, however, been accus- 
tomed in their former life to this thing. It does a 
western man’s eye good to see one of them get 
intoa saddle. It would be absurd to send such 
men to act against the Mormons, who furnished 
a battalion in the California war, and who, I 
understand, have got the very finest cavalry. 

If, therefore, you want to act instantly, take the 
volunteers. Lf you want troops for the occasion, 
take the volunteers. If you want troops who will 
execute evolution in masses, begin with men who 
will have all the aptitude to learn, who have all 
the energy to execute, who have all the interest to 
perform effective service. I can speak for my own 


| State. They have there raiseda regiment by order 


of the Legislature, to be tendered to the President 


| for this very service. I personally know that there 


is not a field officer in that regiment who has not 
seen a year’s service in Mexico, and there is 
scarcely a captain in it who has not also served 
his year in Mexico. And these officers would be 
as ready to-morrow to march into the field, and 
as ready to drill the troops as any officer of the 
regular service. If you wait here to recruit, what 
will be the season by the time you get recruits ? 
By the by, this Mormon war is going to ex- 
hibit some very strange peculiarities. I heard to- 
day from one who is well informed that it was 
likely the Mormons would bring a larger trans- 
portation train from the States to Utah than Gen- 
eral Jessup’s train; that they have one thousand 


| three hundred wagons now prepared in Chicago. 


Mr. Speaker, [ find myself a good deal ex- 
hausted, and I will bring my remarks to a close. 


| But I want first to notice the power claimed by 


the President, and the censure that was adminis- 
tered to this House the other day, by the gentle- 
man from Virginia, for its apathy. (Here the 
hammer fell.] ; 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have no desire, Mr. 
Speaker, to protract this debate unnecessarily; 
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but, as at present advised, 1 shall cast my vote 
against the bill offered by the majority of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs, as also against the 
substitute proposed by the honorable gentleman 
from Virginia, (Mr. Favtxwer.] And I desire, 
inasmuch as my vote shall be so recorded, to state, 
as briefly as | may, some of the reasons that will 
control that vote. 


It strikes me, Mr. Speaker, that the Secretary 
of War has said enough to determine me, at least, 
in my opposition to the bill reported by the ma- 
jority of the committee. The President of the 
United States is, under the Constitution, charged 
to take care that the laws be faithfully executed. 
It is his business to advise this House, by his 
message, and through the proper Departments, 
not only of the measures which are needful to 
the execution of the laws; but also of the meas- 
ures the cheapest and most efficient to that end. 
The American people have aright to demand not 
only an efficient administration, but an economical 
execution of the laws. I take it that no gentie- 
man on this side of the Chamber, or on that side 
of the Chamber, will be swift in objecting to that 
proposition. 

Well, sir, the President of the United States, 
in the proper discharge of his duties through the 
channel of the War Department, has advised us 
officially, and has officially advised the country, 
against the very bill which the majority of the 
Military Committee are now pressing upon the 
consideration of the House. The bill reported by 
the majority of the committee, as the House has 
heen advised, is a bill temporarily to increase the 
Army of the United States, by @ volunteer force 
of some four thousand men. That project is 
condemned by the Administration, notwithstand- 
ing the ingenious attempt of the gentleman from 
Iowa, [Mr. Curtis,] the other day, to throw the 
weight of the Administration in favor of this bill. 
I undertake to say that the bill is condemned, 
emphatically condemned, by the Administration. 

Mr. CURTIS. I wish to correct the gentle- 
man. Iam not at all certain that the Adminis- 
tration is in favor of this bill, and I did not in- 
tend to assert that it was. WhatlI said was that 
the Administration asked us to authorize the 
raising of four or five additional regiments, and 
did not say of what character of troops. But I 
did not say the Administration favored the vol- 
unteers. On the contrary, | am afraid they are 
not right on this question. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I have no disposition to 
misstate the argument of my friend from lowa: 
but, sir, [ attended very carefully to what he said 
at the tume when he call the House, and I 
am certain that | am not mistaken in saying that 
he sought to press the Administration into his 
service in the advocacy of this bill; because his 
reported speech, corrected by himself, states that 
the President is entirely silent as to the description 
of troops that he wants! The gentleman from 
lowa argues, from this alleged silence of the Pres- 
ident, that the Administration is not opposed to 
the bill reported by the majority of the Committee 
on Military Affairs. The gentleman from lowa 
was right, so far as the President’s message was 
concerned, in saying the President was silent as 
to the character of the troops. But the Preside 
has further advised us on the subject through _ 
Secretary of War; and by looking to the officia 
report of that officer you will find that he exe 


| pressly condemns the project which is recom- 


mended in the bill of the majority now before the 
House. The Secretary says: 

“It will not be denied that an army properly organized 
and of sufficient strength, constitutes at once the cheapest 
and most efficient means by which the indispensable serv 
ices it is designed to perform can be secured by the Gov- 
ernment.”? 

That is the general proposition; and it would 
seem, from what follows, that the Secretary of 
War designed that the attention of Congress 
should be especially called to it, in anticipation 
that this bill, or some kindred measure, would bé 
presented to Congress. The Secretary further 
says: 

“Tt will be seen from a paper carefully prepared in the 
office of the Adjutant Genera!, that no increase of forces is 
SO EFFICIENT OR NEAR 80 CHEAP as the augmentation Of 
our regular Army.”’ 

Now, sir, if the Secretary of War be right in 
this, it is very apparent that the majority of the 
committee was wrong, altogether wrong, In rece 
ommending this bill to the House at all. 
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Army, whether that increase be permanent or 
temporary, ought not to be lost sight of. The 
opinion of the Secretary of War condemns the 


proposed measure of the majority because it lacks- 


efficiency and economy. 

Mr.CURTIS. The gentleman has the opinion 
of the Secretary of War as to his belief against 
thatofthe committee. Thatistrue. But] would 
not vive the opinion of the committee for that of 
three such Secretaries of War upon the subject of 
efficiency and economy, because he has not had 
as much experience as three or four of the mem- 
bers of the committee. T say this with due re- 
spect to the Secretary of War. 

Mr. BINGHAM. The gentleman from Iowa 
is mistaken if he supposes that I undertake to 
hold the scales of justice here in any judgment to 
be passed upon the comparative ability—the com- 
parative military ability, if you please—of the Sec- 
retary of War and the honorable gentlemen who 
compose the Military Committee of this House 
[ am perfectly willing that that grave question 
shall be settled elsewhere and by a different tri- 
bunal. Lam willing to leave thatimportant ques- 
tion for settlement to the calm, dispassionate judg- 
ment of the future historian. Atall events, sir, I 
respectfully decline the office of arbiter or judge 
upon the relative merits of the military achieve- 
ments and experience of the honorable three to 
whom the gentleman refers, and the military 
echievements and experience of the Secretary of 
War. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I desire to ask the gentle- 
man from Iowa a question, I believe the gentle- 
man was mW command of a volunteer force in the 
Mexican war? 

Mr. CURTIS assented. 

Mr. CLEMENS. Will he be kind enough 
to tell me of any civilianin this country who has 
happened to have command of a volunteer force 
in any war, who did not, through his self-pride, 
prefer the force he commanded, and contend that 
it was superior toa regular force? We have vol- 
unteer gentlemen on the Military Committee, and 
they, forsooth, are better judges of what the mili- 
tary defense of the country r¢ quires than the offi- 
cers of the regular Army! 

Mr. CURTIS. I will say that I do not think 
so. Ido notthink the volunteers claim to be bet- 
ter soldiers, but they always claim to be equal to 
the regular forces. 

Mr. QUITMAN. ‘The modesty of the gentle- 
man from lowa has prevented him from stating 
that he was educated at West Point as an officer 
of the regular Army; and I believe that before the 
close of the war he commanded a regiment of reg- 
ulars. 

Mr.CURTIS. No, sir. 

Mr. QUITMAN. Atany rate, he was regu- 
larly educated to the military profession. 

Mr. SAVAGE. [think it quite unfortunate 
that this comparison should be made. It devolves 
upon me now, however, to answer also as to my 
position. Inthe late war with Mexico I belonged 
to the regular branch of the service. I had the 
honor first of being a major in the fourteenth divi- 
sion, and of being at Molino del Reya lieutenant 
colonel in the eleventh division. Prior to that 
time, many years ago, I had been a very high 
private; and that is the sum of my experience. 

Mr. CLEMENS. I understand this to be a 
question between the military department of this 
Government and certain gentlemen of the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. [desire to know from 
the gentleman from Mississippi, how many other 
members of the, Military Committee who have 
reported against the plan recommended by the De- 
partment for the increase of the Army, happened 
to be educated at West Point? IL would like to 
know whether the whole of them, with the ex- 
ception perhaps of the gentlemen from lowa, were 
not in command of volunteers in the last war, and 
whether whatever military reputation they have 
has not been derived from that war, and that war 
alone? 

Mr. QUITMAN. If I am permitted, I will 
answer the gentleman. I will say that I believe 
that two members of the committee were educa- 
ted at West Point for the profession of a soldier, 
and that four have commanded regulars. As the 
gentleman Sem to be unacquainted with my 
poor military history re 

Mr. CLEMENS. 





I bee the gentleman's par- 
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Efficiency and cheapness in any increase of the || don. I am familiar with it, and the country is | 


familiar with the ereat deeds it sets forth. 

Mr. QUITMAN. 
States. I trust that I have never shown any hos- 
tility to that service. Ido not regard this as a 
controversy between gentlemen, but as a contro- 


versy as to the great powers of this Government. | 


I felt it to be my duty, as a member of Congress, 
to advocate what I believe the country wants—a 


temporary increase of its military force. The high | 
duty is devolved upon Congress of raising, organ- | 
For doing this, the | 
responsibility rests with us; and we are not to be | 


izing, and equipping armies. 


judged by the opinion of the Secretary of War, 
or the President, or anybody else, in the dis- 
charge of that duty. 

Mr. BINGHAM. TI agree with the gentleman 
from Mississippi. Every member, in his official 
action on this question, as upon all other ques- 
tions, should be governed by what, in his judg- 
ment, is needful and right and just in the prem- 
ises, irrespective of any opinion of the Secretary 
of War or any executive officer. But, sir, when 
I made the remark which I did, it unexpectedly 
called from my friend from lowa [Mr. Curtis] 
a comparison of the military qualiftcations of the 
Secretary of War and the honorable gentlemen of 
the Committee on Military Affairs of this House. 
It was furthest from my purpose to make any 
suggestion to the gentlemen that they ought to be 
controlled in the discharge of their official duty 
here by the mere dietum of the Secretary of War. 
I wished to have this conflict of opinion under- 
stood. I thought I spoke plainly enough. By 
the Constitution of the United States, the exec- 
utive department of this Government is especially 
charged with the execution of the laws of the Uni- 
ted States. In time of peace, the Army of the 
United States is kept organized chiefly, if not 
exclusively, to enable the President to discharge 
that duty. If, therefore, any increase of the 
Army of the United States, either temporarily 
or permanently, be needful in this time of pro- 
found peace, (for it isa time of profound peace 
between the United States Government and all 
foreign nations,) it is for the President, above all 
oihers, to know it, and to bring that fact before 
Congress; and also to suggest and recommend 
such necessary increase, as well as the kind of 
force required. I say that the increase of the Army 
is an Administration measure. If an increase had 
not been recommended by the President, does 
anybody suppose that this House would, upon 
its own motion, have proceeded to ‘increase the 
Army of the United States? I think not. The 
remarks which I have submitted upon the kind 
of forces recommended would not have been in- 
dulged in by me at all, if one of the members of 
the committee had not attempted, as I understood 
him, to press the weight of the Administration 
into the support of this bill. In answer to that 
attempt I thought it perfectly legitimate to pre- 
sent tothe House the fact that this bill stands con- 
demned by the war officer of the Government. 

I do not know whether this ought to have 
weight “ith other gentlemen. In my view of the 
subject, I allow it to have weight with me. I 
shall vote for no increase of the Army, as at 
present advised. TI will hold the Administration 
responsible for any increase that may be made. 
Unless the Administration needs an increase of 
the Army, it ought not to have it; and unless it 
asks it, it ought not to get it. The Administra- 
tion has taken particular pains to condemn this 
bill. It has said in express terms, through its 
war officers, that the increase of the regular Army 
is the most efficient and least expensive to the 
country. I state this that it may have its due 
weight with the House and the country, 

Mr. QUITMAN. Will the gentleman allow 
me to ask him a question? It seems to me that 
we differ as to our duty as members of Congress. 
We have before us the application of the Legis- 
lature of the State of Texas, and that is reported 
on ina partof this bill. We have, also, advices 
from General Twiggs that the Indians are com- 
mitting depredations on the frontier. This was 
brought directly before us from the Legislature 
of Texas. Task the gentleman whether he would 
refuse to act upon it, although he might believe 
some additional force was required for the defense 
of Texas, or wait to act upon ituntil he received 
a recommendation from the Administration ? 


1, of course, as a major gen- 
eral, belonged to the recular service of the United 


does the President ask for this increase. }"' 





| needfu 
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Mr. BINGHAM. Iam greatly obliged to »,,, 
gentleman for his suggestion. He will Obserre 
that in my remarks, I used the words “ ag ay sees 
ent advised.’? The case of Texas had enti. “ 
escaped my mind at the moment. The truth j; 
that in the remarks I have been making, | y,. 
directing my attention especially to that sect), 
of the bill which provides four additional ry. 
ments of volunteers temporarily to be employed 
not in Texas, but in Utah and the northwest», 
frontier. I had not in my mind the applica: - 
of the State of Texas. Iam ready to respond :, 
the suggestion of the gentleman from Mississip, 
On the petition of the State of Texas, setting for) 
that additional force was necessary for the protec. 
tion of life and property in that State, and hej. 
satisfied that such force was necessary, I trust | 





would be as ready as the gentleman from Missis. 


sippi to vote that additional force. I shall come 


to that part of my argument presently, which 


covers the application of Texas, and that sect; in 
of the bill which provides for volunteers for Texas. 

Allow me to remark, in passing, that the |gy. 
gaage of the Secretary of War,which I have quot 
in condemnation of the provisions of this bil| {yy 
raising four additional regiments, applies wir) 
equal force to the first section, which provides {or 
raising one regiment of volunteers for Texas. My 
chief objection to this bill does not originate jy 


| the report of the Secretary of War by any means, 


and applies alike to the bill reported by the ma- 


| jority and the substitute proposed by the honor- 
able gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Faureyer.) 


That objection is, that Lam not advised of any 


| condition of things in Texas, in Utah, or any- 
| where else within the jmits of the United States, 


which renders it necessary that there should be 
any increase of the Army, either temporarily or 
permanently, either by means of volunteer regi- 
ments or by means of regulars. Until that neces. 
sity is made apparent, I shall vote for no increase 
of the Army. 

It is well understood and conceded on all sides 
of the House, that the Army of the United States 
numbers some fifteen thousand efficient men, and 
liable to be increased, I believe, by addition of re- 
cruits, to eighteen thousand, vader the existing 


laws. How 1s this force employed at present? In 


the eastern department, I believe, there are only 
about eight hundred of them; in Florida there is 
only a small number—not to exceed a thousand. 
Where is the residue—where the remaining thir- 
teen thousand efficient men? In the departments 
of the Northwestand cf the Pacific. What cond:- 


| tion of things exists in thatsection of the country, 


which requires there the ymmediate presence jist 
now of this force of thirteen thousand men? Can 


| anybody answer? Three thousand of those efi- 


cient soldiers of the Army of the United States 
are within the limits of the Territory of Kav- 
sas, or in its immediate vicinity. Does any- 
body know that there is any necessity at all for 


the continuance of that force in that Territory? 


Two thousand troops have been thrown forward 
toward the Territory of Utah, in the direction of 
Salt Lake City, under command of Colonel John- 


_ ston, for the purpose of enforcing the law in that 


Territory; and the four additional regiments pro 
vided for in this bill were recommended by “e 
President, solely upon the ground that there !s 
threatened insurrection in Utah, and this force '8 
necessary to suppress it. For that purpose @! - 
majority of the committee, of course, speek !°" 
themselves, and they say that this additional fore’ 


| is wanted for some other purposes. They we" 


it not only for Utah, but to defend the emigra" 
trains, and the northwestern frontier. I deal wi\ 
this matter, however, not as a measure which par 
ticularly belongs to the majority of the Militery 
Committee of this House, but as an Administ 
tion measure. When it is proposed to increas 
the Army on the recommendation of the Exec 
tive, I want to know the necessity for it; and tot 


| President it belongs to show to the House and the 


when the committee report no factsin $0) 
port of their bill. How does the President gd 
this necessity? What does he say about re 4 
his annual message, he uses this language hen 
speaking of the insurrection in Utah: . 
“ Governor Young has, by proclamation, declared his © 


° 4 acy 
termination to maintain his power by force, and pose . n- 
committed acts of hostility against the United States. 


ae that necessity. That showing is the more 
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d to th, ye should retrace his steps, the Territory of Utah will of shame that such an institution has been per- | him and all his people for doing precisely what 
obsery. a stat of open rebellion.” — mitted—nay, fostered—under the protection and || you said he might do. y 

at pres. What those acts of hostility are, the President || sanction, if you please, of the Government of the | I would, then, in this emergency, as the case 
entirely 1s not been careful to tell us. ‘The President | United States. now stands, say this: that so far as that great of- 
ruth is further Says: 3ut, I would ask, was not this Brigham Young || fense has anything to do in this matter, let us 
> T was iene part of ot caus tetmaea tne leek ences Le appointed Governor of that Territory and super- || reach it by statute; at least let us start in the right 
sect vise bi rT eel Ealseken ob ealend anarean intendent of Indian affairs by the late Democratic dirt ction, by prohibiting itin the future. Let us 
al ri mons in Utah. ‘This is the first rebellion which has || President, (Pierce,) w nen } oung was the chief’ do that, and then let us go a step further. Let 
ployed, ‘vated in our Territories ; and humanity itself requires that and head, as he sull is, of the insutution of || us first try in the language of the law of nations— 
Western should put itdown in such a manner that it shall be the |) polygamy ? Young is no more a polygamist to- || that law which ought to govern our municipal 
lication st. To trifle with it would be to encourage it and to render | day than he was the day he received his commis- regulations, and apply to the domestic wars as 
pond to it formidable. sion. The only real ground of complaint that || well as to national wars—let us try all peace- 
issipni There is no rebellion in Utah, according to that || appears against him, so far as I know, is that he || ful means. To suppress olygamy we are asked 
ng forth passage of the message first cited. The President, | refuses, for the time being, to surrender the power || to resort to the sword. Have their people other- 
: Protec. owever, Says, in the last passage cited, ** this is thus voluntarily conferred upon him by the Gov- || wise offended? We have before us the memo- 
id bejno ‘ye first rebellion which has existed in our Terri- || ernment. The reason of this refusal, as made || rial of the Legislative Assembly of that Territory, 
| trust | wries.”’? I do not intend to impeach the veracity | known here by their petition, is that your Army || in which they say they are ready to receive any 
Missis. f the President at large; but, sir, when he is the || now invading their Territory threatens their de- || civil officers that may be appointed by the Gov- 
ll come sole witness upon the stand to satisfy the House || struction. Ido not know that, even if they have || ernment of the United States, recognizing the au- 
, Which ? the necessity of this increase of the Army, [ | violated, as I admit they have, the laws of mo- || thority of the Government of the United States, 
section will apply to him strictly the rule of the law of rality and decency in establishing such an insti- || and praying that the Government of the United 
Texas evidence, that when he is false in one material || tution, that puts them entirely outside of the pale || States will not subject them to the ravage and de- 
the lan. matter in issue, he is to be treated as false in all; | of humanity, or subjects their women or children, || struction attendantupon an invadingarmy. Why 
P quoted nd Lshall so hold, whether his falsity arises from |! who have had, perhaps, as little hand in the mat- || not try the experiment of first sending out civil 
bill for rrupt motives, or from a simple want of the || ter as the President of the United States himself, || officers to Utah before you send your Army? 
es with necessary information to enable him to tell the || to massacre. Send your Governor and send your chief justice, 
vides for truth. The President says further, in relation to | I do not see any necessity for it There is an || without any military parade, into the Territory, 
‘as. My this inerease of the Army to suppress the alleged || easy way for suppressing polygamy in the Ter- || and see if the people there will not peaceably re- 
‘inate in insurrection in Utah: || ritory of Utah. That is for the Government of || ceive them ra recognize their authority. If they 
means, « We ought to go there with such an imposing foree as to || the United States, through Congress, to resume || do, then these four additional regiments are un- 
the ma- onvinee these deluded people that resistance would be 4) and exercise its rightful authority over that Ter- || necessary. 

- honor. in, and thus spare the effusion of blood. We can in this | ritory. I need not be told here that it would be || But suppose they are unwilling to listen to the 
; manner best convinee them that we are their friends, not | . ; ‘ : : | : 5 . 
LKNER, | ‘eirenemies. In Order to accomplish this object it will be || UNCOnsUtutional to legislate against polygamy in || voice of reason, or, as the gentleman from South 
of any ssary, according to the estimate of the War Depart- || Utah. Why would it be unconstitutional? Be- || Carolina [Mr. Boyce] the other day well said, 
or any- ent, to raise four additional regiments ; and this I earnestly |) cause the Constitution is entirely silent on that || they have become blind to their own interest, and 
! States, recommend to Congress.” — || subject? You may make all needful rules and || willing to provoke an extermination by the sword ; 
ould be For what object? To subdue these Mormons |) regulations for the government of that Territory. || suppose that to be the actual condition of things, 
‘arily or that threaten rebellion. I have already read from || You propose now to make one alleged needful || of which I protest I am not advised, nor is any 
er regi- the message the words of the President that, || rule and regulation for its government, and that | gentleman in this House so advised: still | aver 
it neces- “unless he (Young) should retrace his steps, the || is, to organize four additional regiments for the || there is already a sufficient force of the Army of 
increase Territory of Utah will be in a state of open re- || purpose of holding it under military rule. The || the United Statesin Kansas, which is not needed 

bellion.”? These words cleariy import that some- || Constitution of the United States is, | admit, si- || there, to supply the required four regiments; and 
all sides thing remains yet to be done before rebellion shall || lent as to the crime of polygamy; but it is equally | which, in conjunction with the force now under 
1d States take place; that Young must pursue his course, || silent as to the crime of murder, or the crime of || Colonel Johuston in Utah, would be sufficient to 
nen, and must advanee, or there will be no rebellion in || robbery, and yet you have spread upon your || exterminate all the Mormons in the Utah valley. 
on of re- Uh. ‘ Unless he retrace his steps the Territory || statute-books laws prohibiting the crime of mur- || Mr. Speaker, if 1 were alone in this opinion, el- 
existing of Utah will be in a state of open rebellion.”’ der anywhere within the Territories of the Uni- |-though it would suffice for myself, | would not 
sent? In Now, he says, in order to ** put down this re- |) ted States, or within the exclusive jurisdiction of || impose it upon any man with a view to affect his 
are only bellion,’’ in order to enforce the law, it will be | the United States, and punishing it with death; || vote upon this bill. But, sir, the sufficiency of 
\ there Is necessary, according to the estimate of the War || and you have also United States laws prohibiting || this Kansas force is not my opinion alone. ‘The 
ousand, Department, to raise four additional regiments; || the crime of robbery within the Territories or ex- || late Secretary of War, now a distinguished Sen- 
ing thir- and this he earnestly recommends to Congress. || clusive jurisdiction of the United States, and pun- || ator from Mississippi, [Mr. Davis,] a man as 
artments lt would have been very satisfactory to me, Mr. | ishing it by fine and imprisonment. It is equally || distinguished in the field as in the Cabinet, has 
at condi- Speaker, as I doubt not it would have been to || constitutional to enact that polygamy, committed || recently spoken to the country upon this ques- 
country, every gendeman on this floor, now that we are re- || anywhere within the Territories orexclusive juris- || tion. I think that gentleman fully competent to 
ence just quired to vote on this bill, if the President had | diction of the United States, shall be held a crime, || judge upon this point. He has recently made 
en? Can udvised us whether or not the people of Utah,as || and that, on due conviction thereof, the party || thisdisunct announcement: ‘* that the force under 
hose effi- a people, have done any act that would justify us || committing ft shall be punished with appropriate || the command of Colonel Johnston was, in his 
d States in committing against them, as the President pro- || penaltics. 1 believe there is not a State within || judgment, sufficient to put down all resistance in 
of Kan- poses to do, an act of war? || the Union in which polygamy is not made a crime || that Territory if they could reach Salt Lake City.” 
es any: _ Disguise it as you may, the proposition under- || by statute, and punished as such. | He says further: ‘if Colonel Johnston has the 
at all for lying this whole project—this recommendation of || Why should not this offense be at once pro- || transportation which will enable him to move, he 
erritory ? the President, this bill of the majority—is a prop- || hibited by law within the Territory of Utah be- || will subdue resistance with the force he has.’’ 
forward tion to wage war upon the people within the || fore we make it the pretext for exterminating that || Colonel Johnston’s force is now two thousand 
ection of valley of Salt Lake. Now, I am just as ready as || people by the sword? I think it doesnotbecome || men. An additional force of two thousand or 
nel John- wy other gentleman on this floor, when the proper || the American Congress to imitate the pernicious | twenty-five hundred men would enable him to 
w in that occasion arises, to vote the necessary supplies of || example of Caligula in punishing as offenses || move. ‘That is the opinion of the late Secretary 
ents pro- men and money to suppress rebellion in Utah, || against the law, acts done before the law was || of War. The President only asks for four addi- 
d by the or anywhere else within the limits of the United 
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States; but | must demand, on my oath and my 


conscience, before I vote any such supplies, the 
tvidence of their necessity. And I but echo the 
Voice of the civilized world, when I say that no 
lation should wage war, either foreign or domes- 
lic, but upon absolute, stern, inevitable necessity. 
ltis the teaching of one of the greatest of all ju- 


passed, or before the subject had the opportunity 
of knowing what the law was. 


I will say further touching this controversy with 
| Utah, that the people of that Territory were lit- 
| erally told by the law of 1854—told by the Dem- 
| ocratic press from Maine to California—told by 
| the official communications of the Democratic 
| Chief Magistrate of the United States, that they, 


| tional regiments, or about three thousand men. 
There is that force of three thousand men, ormore, 
| in Kansas and its vicinity. ‘The President may 
supply the four regiments from that force now 
vrongfully keptin Kansas. Thisisclear. Where, 
then, | beg leave to ask, is the necessity for thtse 
additional four regiments of seven hundred and 
forty men each? ‘There is no necessity for it, un- 


emigrant nists, “that war is one of the highest trials of || in common with the people ofevery United States || less you deem it necessary to keep the four regi- 
deal with ‘igit.” Sir, a nigur must be involved before this || Territory, were perfectly free to establish their || ments of the regular Army in Kansas perpetually, 
hich par- lshest trial can be justly invoked. What right || domestic institutions in their own way, and what- || to enslave, in the future as in the past, her free 
Military 's nvolved here? The right, I suppose, of killing || ever domestic institutions they close, even that || citizens. , 
ministra- ‘iscriminately the men, women, and children, || of polygamy. They were further told, sir, that || The argument of the gentleman from Iowa 
increas? of Salt Lake City. I have no other information || they would be protected in their domestic institu- || [Mr. Curtis} proceeded upon the hypothesis that 
e co “a tian that which appears inthe message. It strikes || tions whatever they might be, by the Army and || the President of the United States is already armed 
und to ti me ; : 


he that the chief ground of all this quarrel, the 
“el ground of this attempt to be made with your 
“my and four additional regiments to subdue 


Navy, if need be, of the United States. That 
was the real position assumed heretofore in regard 
to this question. In this loathsome institution of 


the 
ul 


with sufficient authority, under existing statutes 


e and of the United States, to employ the Army of the 


the more 


| | United States in the suppression of insurrection 
tsin SU; ‘e people of Utah, is their having established in || polygamy you may see one of the legitimate re- || or resistance to thelawsin Utah. The argument 
ent si ia meu midst the institution of polygamy—an insti- || sults of that demagogue cry of ‘* squatter sover- 

atite F ; 


of the gentleman from Mississippi [Mr. Quit- 
MAN] proceeded upon the same Papehann. I 
think those gentlemen were right in their assump- 
tion, and that my colleague [Mr. Sranton] was 


“Gon abhorrent to the whole civilized world, a 
7. tae and burning disgrace to the eople of the 
‘ited States, Iam willing—and, trust, as de- 
US aS any one can be—that this institution of 


eignty”’ or the right of the first fifty or five hun- | 
| dred adventurers in any Territory of the United 
States to set up any domestic institutions not | 


ue when 





red his de 





Oi | expressly in conflict with the Constitution of the || wrong in suggesting that the law which gave the 
nas alrealy pay in our midst shall be abolished. Every || United States. Young has literally acted upon || President that power was unconstitutional or in- 
trates. UN COOKE ; 


ciizen of the United States must feel a sense your suggestions, and now you propose to destroy |! operative. I believe the statute of 1807 is valid 
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and in full foree, 
of the United : 
plain letter of thatinstrument. 
futhorizes Cong an army, and to 
provide all sary rules and regulations for 
tis government, and to provide for the common 
defense. That is a plain and express grant of 
powerto Congress. Where words are plain, there 
is an end to all construction. The act of 1807, 
which authorizes the President to employ the 
Army to suppress obstruction or resistance to the 
laws of a ‘Territory, is valid. He may, therefore, 
draw from Kansas three thousand men, if needed 
to reinforce Colonel Johnston, and enable him to 
move and subdue all resistance in Utah. These 
three thousand men are now subject to that ser- 
vice, and useless where they are; | might say they 
are offensive where they are, but by reason of no 
fault of theirs 

Let Governor Cumming, then, take care, at 
the proper time, to make requisition on the Pres- 
ident for the troops, and that is all thatis wanting 
to give the President full authority to act during 
the vacation. This bill, of course, 1s notintended 
to go into operation until after the close of the ses- 
sion. There is, therefore, nothing in the present 
condition of things in Utah, nor in the present 
regular force of the Army, to create a necessity for 
the proposed increase of either volunteers or reg- 
wars. At all events, Mr. Speaker, with the dis- 
tinguished ex-Secretary of War, [Mr. Davis,] I 
say of the deluded people of Utah, “1 want not 
their blood shed by the Government of the Uni- 
ted States.”’ Sir, I do not intend that the blood 
of that people, or any other people, shall be upon 
my hands, or upon the Army of my country, by 
any act or vote of mine, until the necessity for it 
is not only apparent, but absolutely unavoida- 
ble. Let the Government of the United States act 
affirmatively. The Government should not oc- 
cupy @ mere negative position in this matter. Let 
us first try peaceable means for the settlement of 


ithorized by the Constitution 
cordance with the 


The Constitution 


and in ac 


to se 


nect 


this difficulty. Let us try negotiation. Letustry | 


the organization of a civil government. Let us 
try to bring that people back to their allegiance, 


not by force of arms, but by civil, peaceful, quiet, | 


and just means. When every peaceful measure 
has been faithfully tried, and has failed, then, and 
not till then, let us try the dread arbitrament of 
the sword. 

Mr. CURTIS. lLunderstand the proclamation 
of Brigham Young and the resolutions of the Le- 
gislature of Utah to say distinctly that no officer 
shall be permitted to exercise power in that Ter- 
ritory, unless an officer of their own choosing. 

Mr. BINGHAM. I mustsay to the gentleman 
from lowa that I understand the very converse of 
that. I have not had the opportunity to read the 
petition of the Legislature of Utah, sent here and 
presented yesterday. I do not know that the gen- 
tleman has. I heard that petition read from the 

‘lerk’s desk. 1 understand that it asks that the 
Government of the United States shall appoint 
good and true men over them—not men who will 
abuse and libel and slander them. Be that as it 
may, so far as the proclamation of Brigham Young 
is concerned, | do not know how the gentleman 
knows anything officially concerning it beyond 
what the President knows and states; that is, that 
Young says he shal! maintain his power in Utah by 
force. [tis not that he will maintain his power 
wrongfully against the United States by force, but 
mprely thot he will maintain his power by force; 
of course, against any power wrongfully brought 
against him or his people! 

Mr.SAVAGE. Here are the concluding words 


of the proclamation of Brigham Young, to which | 


I would direct the gentleman’s attention: 


“ Therefore, I, Brigham Young, Governor and Superin- 
tendent of Indian Affairs for the ‘l'erritory of Utah, in the 
name of the people of the United States in the Territory of 
Utah, forbid, 

** First. All armed forces of every description from com- 
ing into this Territory under any pretense whatever. 

“Second. That all the forces in said Territory hold them- 
selves in readiness to march at a moment’s notice to repe 
any and all such invasion. 

* Third. Martial law is hereby declared to exist in this 
Territory from and after the publication of this proclama- 
tion ; and no person shall be allowed to pass or repass into, 
or through, or from, this Territory without a permit from 
the proper officer.’’ 


Mr. BINGHAM. I do not intend to waste 
much time on that document. 
enter into a special defense ofanything it contains. 
Sappose we treat it here as an authentic document 


I do not intend to | 


emanating from this man who signs himself Brig- | 


ham Young, Governor and Superintendent of In- 
dian Affairs? What does it amountto? That 
he will resist any armed invasion. He is out in 
the wilderness, three thousand miles from the 
capital of the country. 
armed invasion Is | eing made into his Territory. 
He has no evidence that the United States Gov- 
ernment sanctions that Invasion, or even knows 
anything ofit. If Young is guilty of weason, first 
indict him for it, and try to arrest him and bring 
him to trial and judgment by the ordinary process 
of the law. Until you at least try to do this, you 
have no right to make his treason the pretext for 
the indiscriminate murder of his people. I put it 
to the gallant gentleman from Tennessce [Mr. 
Savace| whether upon a showing of this sort he 
is willing to send an army of invasion into that 
Territory not only for the purpose of destroying 
jrigham Young, but of putting women and chil- 


dren to the sword? That is the point which is | 
involved here. Itis not whether Young has acted | 
wrong in issuing a document of that sort; but is | 


there any evidence of the necessity of an increase 
of the Army, and the proposed invasion of that 
Territory? I have searched for that evidence, but 
I have searched in vain. I have challenged the 
»roduction of that evidence from the other side, 
ut | have challenged its production in vain; and 
until the evidence of that necessity clearly appears 
I shall not record my vote forthis measure of blood 
and murder, so help me God! 


One word more and I have done with this mat- | 


ter. If it were perfectly apparent that the pro- 
posed increase of the Army of the United States 
was necessary, as provided in this bill, while the 
bill authorized the President of the United States 


to control that force, I could not and would not | 


vote it. I say that it is a humiliating confes- 
sion to make, but I make it because it is my felt 
conviction that the President of the United States 
has already proved himself wholly unfit for the 


trust; and to-day let me say that, in my judgment, | 


the House would be more in the line of its duty to 
prefer articles of impeachment against the Presi- 
dent of the United States for high crimes and mis- 
demeanors than to vote for four or five additional 
regiments to be put under his control and author- 
ity. That necessity, as I have shown, does not 


for this bill because it allows the President to 
control the new force, and I believe him unworthy 
of that trust. 

Iam not alone in this opinion, that the Presi- 
dent should not be intrusted with this additional 
force, or with any additional force. This measure 
has been before another body in the other end 
of the Capitol—a majority of whom profess to be 
of the party of the President—and yet, strange 
to say, that body has rejected both these propo- 
sitions of an increase of the Army, either by vol- 
unteers or by regulars. If his professed political 


friends refuse to intrust this additional power to | 


the President, I think those of us who never pro- 


fessed, much less felt, over-confidence in the Pres- | 
ident, may be pardoned if we hesitate and doubt | 
y. Mr. Speaker, I would not | 
wantonly speak harshly of the President, but a | 


his fitness or fidelity. 


| sense of duty constrains me to say that, in m 
judgment, the President has proved himself unfit 
for the trust proposed to be confided to him by 
this bill. He has grossly abused and betrayed the 
power conferred upon him by the existing statute 

'which authorizes the employment of the Army 
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Tle is advised that an | 


exist; but if it did I could not and would not vote | 
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nounced and defied the Government to wh; 
they owe allegiance, and have at all times yo, 
endeavoring to subvert it, and to establish q aoe 
olutionary government under the so-called Tope} 
constitution.’’ [ aver, sir, that this charge of :),. 
President against the people of Kansas, that i), . 
have been in rebellion against the territorial oy. 
ernment established by Congress, ever sinee the 4, 
of March, 1857, or at any time, is a calumny— 
that it is put forth by the President as a pretex: 
for the military despotism which he has wrone. 
fully established over them, in violation of }). 
duty, of their rights, and of the laws of the cou). 
try. Against the President’s assertion that tho; 
is or has been rebellion in Kansas, L interpose, an 
hold up to the House and the country his soley 
| declaration in his annual message, of the 8th of 
last December, in which he says that the rebp). 
lion in Utah is * the rirst rebellion which has ox. 
isted in our Territories.”” 
Both of these assertions of the President cap. 
not be true. If there has been rebellion in Kap. 
|| Sas ever since the President’s inauguration—js 
|| that people have been ‘‘all the time’? since they jy 
| resistance to the laws and authority of the Gover). 
ment of the United States, it cannot be that t\y 
rebellion in Utah is the first rebellion which has 
existed in our Territories. If this statement eon. 
cerning the rebellion in Utah be true, the chare 
of rebellion in Kansas is false; and is, therefor, 
' what I aver it to be, a calumny upon that injured 
people, and ashameless pretext for the President's 
invasion of their rights and betrayal of his duty, 
Mr. BRYAN. Mr. Speaker, I wish to say 
_ few words in reply to the gentleman from Ohjio, 
| (Mr. Bineuam.] From whatTI had learned from 
the friends of volunteers, and from the friends 
an increase of the regular force, I supposed tha: 
no objection was raised to the first section of t! 
bill, providing for a regiment for the protecti 
of Texas. The gentleman from Ohio has called 
for information, and I will give him informa: 
in regard to the necessity of that provision which 
may perhaps enlighten others as well as himself 
The gentleman has taken as evidence for the 
formation of his opinion, the memorial of the peo- 
ple of Utah which was read yesterday—a peo; 
whom the Executive of this country has thougit 
it necessary to send a force to subdue. If, sir, 
he gives credence to that memorial, he will surely 
give credence to a joint resolution of the Legis- 
| lature of a State at peace with this country. At 
an early day of the session, the joint resolutions 
| of the S aiitietiis of Texas were presented, and 
referred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 
|| Those resolutions stated that it was necessary 
} that this additional regiment should be raised. 
i} 





In addition to that, we have the request of Gen- 
| eral Twiggs that an additional force should be 
|| raised for the protection of the frontiers of Texas. 
Inaddition to that, the delegation from Texas hav: 
letters from the Executive of that State, and from 
their respective constituencies, stating that the ln- 
dians all along our borders are capturing and |i!- 
ing the inhabitants. If, sir, the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Bincuam] wishes information, I wil! 
refer him to those sources which will not fail to 
enlighten him upon the subject. Twenty-eight! 
| persons have been killed and captured upon '' 
| frontiers of Texas; and one woman and two clill: 
| dren have been carried into captivity. Men have 
been killed in their fields, on the highways, and 0! 
the prairies. Blood has freely flowed along ou 
borders; and when the government of Texas lis 


| 
| 
i 
| 
| 


; : ; ip. 
for the suppression of obstructions to the laws of | requested the commanding General of that ¢ 


the United States, or of any State or Territory. 
Under color of that statute, sir, he has sent three 
thousand of your Army into Kansas and its im- 
mediate vicinity to coerce its freemen into obe- 
dience to enactments which they never framed or 
authorized, which Congress never sanctioned, 
and which have no sanction but that of the usurp- 
ers and marauders who invaded and defiled that 
Territory. 

As a pretext for this act of oppression, for this 
gross breach of trust, the President, in his special 


message of the 2d of last month, says, that ever | 


since the period of his inauguration ‘a large por- 
tion of the people of Kansas have been in rebel- 
lion against the Government;’’ and that they 
** would have long since subverted the govern- 
ment established by Congress, had it not been 
| protected from their assaults ly the troops of the 
| United States—that they have constantly re- 


| partment to protect the frontiers, he tells us he 's 

powerless. And a few days since the Secretary 
| of War informed me that the whole military fore 
of Texas would be ordered to Utah. If the ge" 
} tleman takes that Department for authority for his 
representations in one instance, he will take the 


authority of that Department in the report It's 
made to the delegation from that State. The 
when that is done, (the removal of the troops, 
| our frontiers will be destitute of soldiers, and the 
| Kickapoos, the Witchitas, and Camanches, ¥'" 
cross the whole length of our borders. If they 
make repeated incursions into our State in the face 
of over two thousand troops, the moment they 
‘know that the soldiers are removed they W" 
make a rush upon the defenseless inhabitan's, 
and desolate our borders. lieve 
4} Weask for this force, again, because we bel f 
it is the most efficient force for the protection ° 
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the frontier. Regulars have done their duty well, 
«i, elsewhere. I wish not to pluck one leaf from 
the laurels they have won. 


are , 
ine to our little Army; but, in order to protect 


the frontier of our country, place upon that fron- 
tier troops who are accustomed to the mode of 
warfare which is carried on there; place upon the 
frontier those who have been habituated to follow 
the Indian into his fastnesses from their early 
manhood,and who know how to meet him. When 


the Indians find that theft and murder will be | 


surely punished, they will sue for peace; their 
treaties will be respected. But when they visit 
our frontier on a foray, and return to their homes 
on the mountains aid the plains unharmed, and 
are never punished, it is an invitation to them to 
commit similar offenses again. But mounted vol- 


unteers, in threes and fours and fives, can follow | 


similar squads of Indians to their retreats and 


»unish them there. When they are punished they || 


are conquered; and when conquered you may col- 
lect them on the reserves and try to civilize them. 
The Choctaws and Chickasaws have proved 
that the Indians can be instructed in the habits 
of civilized life. I will say, with all respect to the 
eentiemen on the Republican side of the House, 


here is an object worthy of your intelligence and | 


philanthropy. Let us civilize these Indians, that 
onee possessed those vast domains; collect them 
upon the reserves, and teach them to read and 
write, and instruct them in those arts that have 


made us the great and mighty people that we are. | 


Itcan be done. The reserves upon the Arkansas 
frontier afford evidence of this fact; and the re- 
serve upon our own northwestern border, under 
the direction of that efficient Indian agent, Major 
Neighbors, proves that fact. 

These are the reasons why Texas asks for this 
eegiment. You have now a frontier of over twelve 
hundred miles in length on our State to protect. 
That protection can be made efficient with a few 
artillery companies upon the Rio Grande border- 
ing on Mexico; and with a regiment of volunteers 
ranging between the Rio Grande and the Red river, 
a distance of four hundred and fifty miles, you 
will afford a complete protection to the citizens 


south of that line, and drive back the Indians north | 


of it. That course will be the least expensive. 
You will remove much of the expenses incident 
to transportation of supplies from the coast to the 
interior to supply those posts. Nearly one half 
of the expense incurred in protecting the frontiers 
of Texas has been incurred in the transportation 
of supplies. Nearly half a million has been ex- 
pended annually in transportation. The ranger, 


onanemergency, needs no transportation but that | 
which he carries upon his horse, and the grass | 
of the prairie frequently furnishes that horse with | 


food. He can camp where duty calls him, with 


outatent. He can go where duty calls him, with- | 


outa kettle ora coffee-pot. He is accustomed to 
that life; he is identified with the soil; and in pro- 


tecting the frontier he protects his home, his fields, | 


and his fireside. 


These are the reasons why we ask for this addi- | 
I trust that the gentleman from | 


tional regiment. 
Ohio has received the information he desired. 


Mr. GIDDINGS. Mr. Speaker, I propose | 
merely to occupy the attention of the House for | 


two or three minutes upon the question on which 
the gentleman from Texas has so cloquently 
spoken. I barely wish to repeat what fell from 


the lips of a distinguished gentleman from Ten- | 
lessee, ina former debate in this body—I refer | 
to Mr. Cave Johnson, formerly Postmaster Gen- | 


eral of the United States. 
very subject, he once said, that, if the Govern- 
ment of the United States would give him the 
that frontier, he would guard it himself. I say, 
from all the observation of my life—and I have 
some knowledge of the Indian character, for I 
‘ave mingled with them perhaps more than the 
gentleman from Texas has; I have seen them 
_ battle and in various conditions of life; I say, 
a the convictions of my heart, that, if you 
ved the Indian and do him justice, he will never 
‘ojure the white man. I refrain from further re- 
marks from prudential motives. 

Mr. SAVAGE obtained the floor. 

Mr. FARNSWORTH. Will the gentleman 


ae me to offer an amendment to the original 


More gallant officers | 
not to be found anywhere than those that be- 


Speaking upon this | 


money and rations paid to our troops defending | 





i! e j 
| Mr. SAVAGE. I yield for that purpose. | 
The SPEAKER. The amendment is not now | 
in order, inasmuch as there is a motion pending to 
recommit; but it will be reported for informatien. 
The amendment was read, as follows: 
Strike out the words “and required,’’ in the third and 
fourth lines of the first section. Also add the following : 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That so much of this 
act as authrizes the President to receive into the service | 
of the United States one regiment of Texas mounted vol- 
unteers shall not take effect, or be in force, unless the said || 
State of Texas shall remain in the Union, or so long as the 1 
| said State of Texas shall occupy an attitude of hostility or || 


disloyalty towards this Federal Union. 1] 


Mr. SAVAGE resumed the floor. 


Mr. CURTIS. The hour is late, and the |} 
House is exhausted; and, as I should like to 
|| have my friend from Tennessee come fresh to | 
| the field, I will move to adjourn, if he will allow 
| me to do so. 
| Mr.SAVAGE. I yield for that purpose. || 
| Mr. CURTIS. Then I move an adjournment. 
| The motion was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
| twenty minutes to four o’clock, p.m.) the House || 
| adjourned. | 


IN SENATE. 


Tuurspay, March 18, 1858. 


Prayer by Rev. J. A. Harrotp. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. || 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate | 
a report of the Secretary of War, communicat- 
|| ing, in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, 
|| information in relation to Rock Island in the State 
of Illinois, and its use as a military reservation; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 
1] EVENING SESSION. 
| Mr. WILSON. There is a sort of informal 
| understanding amongst Senators that the floor 
| on the Kansas question has been yielded by the | 
|| Senator from Vermont [Mr. Foor] to the Senator | 
| from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] and it is thought || 
|| best to have an evening session. For that pur- || 
| pose, I move that at half past four o’clock the 
anche take a recess until seven o’clock. 
| The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. FOOT. I suppose that will be taken sub- 
| ject to this qualification, that if a member should | 
| be upon the floor, and should not have quite con- | 
|| cluded his remarks at that time, they shall not be 
|| interrupted if he prefers to conclude them. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair sup- | 
|| poses so. 
PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS. 


| 
| Mr. WADE presented additional evidence in | 
support of the die of S. W. and A. A. Turner; | 
which was referred to the Committee on the Post | 
| Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. BIGLER presented the petition of Ann L. 
Rogers, wife ‘ad assignee of John A. Rogers, 
praying for compensation for his services as ex- 

/aminer of the land offices in the States of Ala- | 
bama and Mississippi; which was referred to the | 
Committee on Claims. 
Mr. KENNEDY presented a memorial of mer- | 
| chants of Baltimore, remonstrating against the | 
repeal of the law establishing the Light-House 
Board; which was referred to the Committee on | 
| Commerce. 

Mr. BENJAMIN presented the memorial of 
B. F. Simms and Arthur Barbarin, inventors of | 
an electro-magnetic fog bell, praying for an ap- | 
propriation to test its practicability and useful- 
|| ness; which was referred to the Committee on 
| Naval Affairs. 
|| Mr. SEWARD presented a petition of citizens 
|| of the State of New York, praying that pensions 
| may be granted to those who served in the war | 
of 1812, and to the widows of those who have | 
died; which was referred to the Committee on 
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| which I desire to have read. 
| by a joint resolution, which I ask may be put on 


| and considered as in Committee of the 





| Pensions. | 
PAPERS WITHDRAWN AND REFERRED. | 
On motion of Mr. SEWARD, it was 


Ordered, Tiat the letter of T. J. Bowen, on the files of | 
the Senate, in relation to the exploration of the river Niger, | 
in Africa, be referred to the Committee on Commerce. 


On motion of Mr. WILSON, it was 


Ordered, That the petition of Sarah Smith Stafford, with | 
the adverse report thereon, be recommitted to the Commit. | 
tee on Revolutionary Claims. | 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES. 


Mr. IVERSON, from the Committee on | 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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Claims, to whom was referred the petition of John 
Hastings, submitted a report, accompanied by a 


| bill (S. No. 207) for the relief of John Hastings, 


collector at the port of Pittsburg. The bill was 
read, and passed to a second reading, and the re- 
port was ordered to be printed. 


BILLS BECOME LAWS. 


A_ message was received from the President of 
the United States, | Mr. Henry, his Secretary, 
announcing that the President ef the United States 


_ had approved and signed, the 16th instant, a res- 


olution (S. No. 5) to authorize certain officers and 
men engaged in the search for Sir John Franklin 
to receive certain medals presented to them by the 
Government of Great Britain. 


COURTS IN UTAH. 


Mr. COLLAMER. Lam directed by the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary to make a short report, 
It is accompanied 


its passage at this time. 
he Secretary read the report, as follows: 


By the existing laws of Congress, no expenses incurred 
in prosecutions before the United States courts within the 
Territories, for offenses against the territorial laws, can be 
paid from she funds of the United States. This, in the pres- 
ent condition of Utah, renders it impracticable for the courts 
there to administer the laws, and requires some temporary 
provision for the present exigency. The committee recom- 
mend the adoption of the following joint resolution: 


Joint resolution (8. No. 22) providing for the payment of cer 
tain expenses of holding the United States courts in the 
Territory of Utah: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatwes of 
the United States in Congress assembled, That the expenses 
of holding the United States courts in the Territory of Utah, 


| during the continuance of the present disturbances therein, 
| be paid out of the judiciary fund, under the limitations con 
| tained in the existing laws in respect to fees: Provided, 


That on the restoration of peace in said Territory, the ex 
penses of said courts, when exercising jurisdiction under 
the territorial laws, shall be chargeable to the Territory, or 
to the counties, as in other Territories. 


The joint resolution was read twice by its title, 
hole. It 


| was reported to the Senate without amendment, 
| ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, read 


the third time, and passed. 


DISTRIBUTION OF DOCUMENTS. 


The joint resolution from the House of Repre- 
sentatives (No. 19) respecting the distribution of 
certain public documents, was read twice by its 
title. 

Mr. HALE. Let it be read in full. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Resolved, &c , That the words “so many,’ in the third 
section of the joint resolution of January 28, 1857, “ re- 
specting the distribution of certain documents,” be, and the 
same are hereby, stricken out, and the words ‘“‘two hundred 
and fitty’? be, and the same are hereby, inserted in their 
place; and further, that the words at the end of the section, 


| * by him,’’ be, and the same are hereby, stricken out, and 


the words “to him by the Representative in Congress from 


| each congressional district and by the Delegate trom each 


Territory in the United States,” be, and the same are hereby, 
inserted. 

Mr. SEWARD. I hope that resolution may 
be put on its passage, if there is no objection made 
to it. I will state exactly what it is, as I am in- 
formed from the House of Representatives. There 
are certain numbers of the Journals and docu- 
ments which are ordered, by the act referred to in 
this resolution, to be delivered to the Secretary 
of State for the purpose of distribution to the sev- 
eral congressional districts. At the time the last 
census was taken, the number of Representatives 
remained the same, but there has been an increase 
of Delegates from Territories, so that there is a 
small deficiency in the number. It falls short, of 
furnishing an equal number to each district and 
Territory. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I ask the Sen- 
ator to allow the subject to lie over until to-mor- 
row. There is ool no more annoying thing 
that I know of than the distribution of public doc- 
uments, 

Mr. SEWARD. I will state the object, and 
then I will consent to the postponement. The 
object is merely to increase the number by a very 
small addition that is necessary to give to each 
congressional district the same number intended 
by the law providing that the distribution should 
be made by Congress. With that explanation, [ 
move that it be referred to the Committee on Print- 
ing. 

‘Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. Let it lie over 
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until to-morrow morning. I do not know that I | and if there be no objection I should like to have 


shall even insist on a reference of the subject to 
the Committee on Prinung. 

The joint resolution was postponed until to- 
morrow 

Mr. SEWARD subsequently said: A joint res- 
olution from the House of Representatives, in 
relation to the distribution of some public docu- 
ments, was before the Senate a few minutes ago, | 
and its consideration was arrested onthe motion of 
the chairman of the Committee on Public Printing. 
He finds it all right, on examination, and with 
the leave of the honorable Senator from Georgia, 
who is entitled to the floor, I ask that it may be | 
put on its passage. 

The resolution was again taken up. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. There is no 
necessity for the reference of the joint resolution. 
It is a very simple matter, and may as well be 
passed at once. ; 

The joint resolution was reported to the Senate 
without amendment, ordered to a third reading, 
read the third time, and passed. 


QUESTION OF ORDER. 


Mr. STUART. On last Monday evening a mo- 
tion was made by the Senator from New Hamp- 
shire [Mr. Hare) that the Chair be directed to 
request the Sergeant-at-Arms to send for absent 
members. I raised a question thatsuch a motion 
was notin order. The Chair decided that it was; 
and from that decision I appealed. ‘The Senator 
from Ohio [Mr. Puegu] moved to lay that appeal 
on the table, and it was done. I now move to 
proceed to the consideration of that appeal, and 
upon that question I ask for the yeas and nays. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. The Chair will take 
the liberty of saying to the Senator from Michi- 
gan, as he recollects the decision made by him, 
that he ruled to be in order a motion by the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire to direct the Sergeant- 
at-Arms to request the attendance of absent Sen- 
ators. The Chair subsequently ruled that, at that 
period of the session of the Senate, in his opin- 
ion, there was no power, in Iess than a quorum, 
to compel the attendance of absent Senators. 

Mr. STUART. That may be. I only want 
to take up the question of the appeal which was 
laid on the table; and I say very frankly that my 
object is to bring the attention of the Senate to it 
at this time, to show that there is nothing here, 
and that there was nothing then to lay upon the | 
table, to show the absurdity of the proposition; | 
because a subject which could be laid on the table | 
would remain there to be taken up at any subse- 
quent time. My point was, that a mere motion | 
could not be laid on the table; and when I took 
the appeal, the Senator from Ohio seemed to think 
that it could be laid on the table. I did not wish 
to pursue a disturbing system of inquiry by the 
Senate, and I let it go. But at this time, when 
the Senate is calm and cool, | make the motion 
for the purpose of showing that there is nothing 
on the table now, and the honorable President 
cannot find what was laid on the table on the 
motion of the Senator from Ohio; the Secretary 
eannot find it. ‘There is no paper there; there is 
no subject; and that is the view taken when the 
Senator from Virginia [Mr. Mason] read from 
the Manual, to show that a proposition might be | 
laid on the table, and it seemed to be considered | 
that a motion was a proposition. A subject can 
be laid upon the table—such a subject as you can | 
find again—and take up again when the Senate 
has disposed of the business under consideration, | 
and is ready to proceed to the consideration of 
that. But, sir, if you are to look for this appeal | 
of mine, laid on the table, you cannot find it; | 
there is nothing there. 

Now, sir, lL have accomplished all that I desired, 
simply to call the attention of the Senate to the 
fact that a mere motion which can be renewed at 
any time, is not such a proposition as can be laid 
upon the table. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. 
insist upon his motion ? 

Mr. STUART. I have accomplished all that 
1 desired. 

The VICE PRESIDENT. If there isno mo- | 
tion made, the Chair will take up the business | 
upon the Calendar. ' 


MASSACRE OF EMIGRANTS TO CALIFORNIA. 
Mr. GWIN. 


Does the Senator 


I offer the following resolution, 


_ THE CONGRESSION 





it considered at the present time: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be requested to 
communicate to the Senate what steps have been taken, if 
any,to punish the parties implicated in Uie massacre of one 
hundred and eighteen emigrants to California, at the Mount- 
ain Meadows, in the Territory of Utah. 


There being no objection, the Senate proceeded | 


to consider the resolution. 

Mr. GWIN. I have not called attention to the 
subject-matter embraced in this inquiry before 
this for the reason that I had supposed that a 


military expedition would have been organized in | 


California for the purpose of ccéperating in Utah 
Territory with Colonel Johnston. When it is 
considered that a force composed of as fine a ma- 


terial as the world affords could have left Califor- | 


nia, and, long before this, could have traversed 
half their journey to Salt Lake City, it cannot be 
denied, if the Federal Government need addi- 


tional troops in Utah, that my supposition had | 
some foundation. Contrary to my own ideas and || 


vote, the executive authority has been denied by 
Congress the increased military means which 


large force can be sent from California to Utah. 
I am afraid that in this we have committed a 
grave error. I am afraid that if the Federal arms 
should be resisted by misguided and rebellious 
men, the power and dignity of our country will 
not be vindicated by so imposing a force as the 
serious necessities of the case may require. 


But, sir, lam induced by reasons peculiar to 
my position as Senator from California, to invite ||_ 
your attention to the incidents referred to in my | 


resolution. 

In September last, an emigrant train, composed 
of fifty-six men and sixty-two women and chil- 
dren, according to the best information that] can 
procure, were passing through Utah Territory, 
on their way to my own State. They were on 
our own soil, engaged in no unlawful pursuit; 
and yet, Mr. President, they were all murdered 
except a few children. I am unable to give to 


you the details of this horrid massacre, as they | 
still remain shrouded in mystery. All that 1 can | 


tell you, sir, is that one hundred and eighteen 
American citizens, including in this number sixty- 
two women and children, have been massacred 


without cause, and that as yet their blood is un- | 


avenged. 
It is true, sir, that this outrage was not com- 


| mitted within the limits of California, or we, our- 


selves, without awaiting the tardy action of the 
Federal Government, would have sought and 
obtained a bloody vengeance; but the murdered 


victims had an intention to become Californians. | 


They had left their homes in what you call the 


Far West, and, gathering their household gods, || 
had taken up their march for our golden land of | 


promise. Nay, sir, when they had reached the 
fatal Mountain Meadows, their longing eyes could 


almost behold the snow-covered peaks of our 


mountain ranges. 


In all that constitutes unity of feeling and in- || 


terest, they had become citizens of California, and 


as such, sir, as a Senator of that State, Iam here | 


to ask an account of the blood of my constituents. 

As I before remarked, the details of this awful 
massacre are not known. There is no doubt that 
the various Indian tribes in the vicinity of the 
Mountain Meadows were the immediate agents 
in this butchery; and, sir, it is lamentable to say 
that, in the opinion of many well-advised parties, 
the Mormons themselves were their instigators 
and approvers. Upon this point no such positive 
evidence has been received as would justify me 
in asserting positively that they were guilty; and 
charity will gladly avail herself of any doubt 
which would hold our common nature to be free 
from so horrible a crime. 

It is true, sir, that an intelligent and respectable 
meeting of citizens of Los Angeles, after an ex- 


| amination into the facts, expressed their deliberate 
| conviction that the Mormons were equally guilty 
with the Indians, and asked the interposition of 


the President. 

But, sir, there is no doubt that the Indians are 
culpable, and whether their guilt be shared by 
the Mormons or not, still their responsibility is 
the same, and the exactions of vengeance against 
them are undiminished. 

Mr. President, since the Americans commenced 
to travel over the plains, since our hunters and 
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" = - - 
_ adventurous trappers penetrated the remote ya). 


| leys and gorges of the vast country lying betw; en 


the Mississippi and the Sierra Nevada, since {)y, 
| Indian tribes between the Oregon and Sonora 


lines first heard the American name, no gic) 
reverse, no such loss, has been inflicted on ay a< 
the destruction of these one hundred and eighteen 
emigrants. We are accustomed to pity the ate 
Mexicans along our frontier line who suffer from 


| the fierce inroads of the Camanches and Apaches. 


| but, sir, the sad history of their border war 


| be talke 


| zens were murdered. 
| the story. 


| in the neighborhood had a 





! 


. ; - ‘are 
will show but few, if any, more mournful and djs. 


graceful massacres than the one of which | am 
speaking. 

The intelligence of this massacre has spread 
throughout the numerous Indian tribes. Tj, 
impunity with which it was effected, and the rich. 
ness of the plunder that rewarded it, will be jy. 
centive to similar acts. Heretofore, when Amey. 
ican citizens traveled together, particularly in larva 
numbers, no Indian tribe would dare to attack 
them, for fear of the vengeance of a Government 
represented to them as strong and warlike; by, 


d | sir, if this matter be permitted to go unavenged: 
were asked; and hence it is now apparent that no || 


if this reverse be unrepaired, our prestige is de. 
stroyed, and new and more frequent massacies 
will take place. 

We are now opening up the center of this cop. 
tinent, we are crossing it with wagon roads and 
mail lines, and unless we crush these vile an 
savage tribes with a strong hand, we expose to 
dreadful massacres our citizens, invited to traye| 
in these inhospitable regions by our own action, 

I have before remarked that these emigrants 
were murdered without cause. There was a re- 
port, derived from the Mormons, that the emi- 
grants had poisoned the Indians back at Corn 
creek; but investigation has proved this statement 
to be utterly unreliable, and I have no hesitation 


| in stating my belief that it is a calumny on the 


unburied dead. Yes, sir, on the unburied dead! 
No Christian hand has ever extended the rites of 
sepulture to the bodies of these victims; and an 
American who traveled near there, in a Mormon 
train, a few days after, was informed, by Mor- 
mons living in the vicinity, that it would be w- 
safe to attempt their burial. 

Therefore, sir, lask that the Secretary of War 
may be charged to investigate this matter. If 
this be proved true, I hope that an expedition wi! 
be sent from southern California to inflict upon 
the guilty parties a vengeance so summary as to 

d of with terror in every wigwam in the 
great Salt Lake basin. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I think the resolution would 
be more perfect if it were to require an inquiry (0 
ascertain who did this act—to find out first who 
perpetrated the act. Before we punish them, | 
think we had better ascertain who they were. 

Mr.GWIN. We know that our fellow-citi- 
There is not one left to tell 


Mr. HOUSTON. Some persons killed them. 
The Mormons are suspected of it. Some Indians 
must have been in the vicinity. Now, Indians 
frequently go several hundred miles to start ai 
expedition for the purpose of killing the Indians 
resident near that place; and Indians from anotier 
quarter may come there, and be inculpated and 
brought into jeopardy, while those who commit 
ted the crime escape. I think the inquiry would 
be more proper to ascertain wha perpetrated tie 
act, and not make war without any foundation. 

Mr.GWIN. Itis well known that the Indians 
art of the spoils. 
That has been ascertained. hey were implicat- 
ed; they ought to be punished, and every one \° 
whom it can be traced. I have no doubt that a 
expedition, if sent there, could soon ascertain Ue 
tribe of guilty Indians, and the white persons, |! 
any, who instigated it, as has been charged. 

Mir. HOUSTON. That would be very unsa- 
isfactory evidence, because Indians traffic, as well 
as white people, and exchange commodities. The 
murderers may have stripped them, and in pass 
ing back may have disposed of the articles to ¢ 
tribes contiguous to where the massacre was pc! 
petrated. [ am opposed to this indiscriminate Wa 
fare upon Indians, or Mormons, or any other peo 
ple, until their guilt isascertained. I wantthefac's 
as to who perpetrated the crime ascertained, 4 
then inflict punishment according to the oft a 
But to imagine that somebody has done 1, © 
therefore that some ove must & killed or massa- 
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cred in retaliation, is not the way to retaliate; it ! 
‘¢ the way to produce war by inflicting chastise- || 
* ot. as they call it, on people who have perpe- | 
aati no offense on the Government. That is the || 
way our Indian wars are keptup. The Treasury |, 
would be drained of hundreds of millions annu- i} 

v. ifevery occasion of an outrage were imme- | 

jitely to be redressed by falling upon the first | 
jdians upon our extended frontier that are sus- 
jected, or upon any tribe, because they had in | 
‘heir possession articles taken on the occasion of 
» massacre. ; 
"A resolution requiring the Secretary to ascer- 
tain and to report the facts, I should be glad to 
ass; and if itean be ascertained who were the 
ss rpetrators of the deed, inflict upon them a pun- 
ishment commensurate with their offense; but do 
not fall indiscriminately on the Indians who are 
at peace on our borders, and thus provoke here- 
after the massacre of perhaps ten for every one 
chat has fallen. We know that the Indians, if 
they can, never go unavenged of injuries done to 
‘hem, and you may attack an innocent tribe that | 
had no participancy in this transaction, and inflict 
on them a great wrong. Redress on their part is 
the consequence, and other innocent persons have 
to fall victims to this indiscriminate mode of war- 
fare that we are conducting on our frontier. 

Mr. GWIN. I did not think that a member 
of the Senate of the United States could be found 
who would object to punishing what we know 
has been one of the most’outrageous massacres 
that has ever been committed in the country. 
What does the Senator propose? That we shall 
make inquiries; that is to say, send persons there 
to be murdered as these emigrants were. I ask 
that a force shall be sent there that shall punish 
these persons, and they will only punish them 
when itis ascertained who they are. That is what 
[ propose. I wanta force sent there of sufficient 
power to inflict the most condign and summary 
punishment on these murderers, who have mas- 
sacred men, women, and children—American citi- |} 
zens—passing peacefully through the country, 
and then, after they were murdered and left un- 
buried, bring forth a false accusation that they 
had attempted to poison the Indians, as some ex- 
cuse! i 

Itis a charge which has never been sustained 
by any testimony. All that I ask is that the 
murderers shall be punished. I do not want in- 
nocent Indian tribes attacked, and I do notexpect | 
they will be attacked. They have made this at- | 
tack on American citizens. On nearly the only | 
emigrant route now open to California this mas- 
sacre has taken place. We hear a great deal of 
sympathy for the massacres of citizens by the 
Apaches and other tribes of Indians, but there is | 
nothing like this atrocious deed in the history of 
our country. Not one of the whole party of one 
hundred and eighteen was left. They only spared 
a few children under five years of age, in order to 
make slaves of them; all the adults were mur- 
dered so that they should not have an opportu- 
nity to divulge who committed this terrible crime. 
I want a force to be sent there to make the in- 
rapes then to inflict punishment. That is all 

ask, 

Mr. FOOT. I move to postpone the further | 
consideration of this question and all other orders, | 
and that the Senate now proceed to the consid- 
eration of the bill for the admission of the State | 
of Kansas into the Union, which was the unfin- | 
ished business yesterday. 

Mr.GWIN. Does the Senator from Texas | 
object to the passage of the resolution? | 

} 
| 











Mr. HOUSTON. Ido not, if the gentleman 
willamend it in such a way as to ascertain 
The VICE PRESIDENT. The Senator from 
ermont is on the floor, and has made a motion. 





KANSAS—-LECOMPTON CONSTITUTION. 


| 
| 
The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, resumed the consid- 
tration of the bill (S. No. 161) to provide for the || 
admission of the State of Kansas into the Union. 
Mr. FOOT. The floor was assigned to myself |, 
¥pon the adjournment of the Senate last evening; |, 
and by way of explanation, I will remark that it } 
has been a subject of mutual private arrangement | 
among those, ora portion of those, at least, who 
*Xpect to address the Senate yet on this subject, 
“Ss to the order of time in which they will address 
the Senate. I took the door last evening on the 
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adjournment of the Senate in the absence of the 
honorable Senator from Tennessee, [Mr. Bex, ]} 
at his request and for his benefit, he having 
expressed a desire, to which we all cordially ac- 
ceded, to address the Senate upon this question 
this morning. Awareas I was that whatever opin- 
ions that honorable Senator might entertain upon 
this important question were of vastly more con- 


| sequence and importance to the country than any 


opinions I might entertain upon it, that whatever 


, he might have to say upon this question would be 
' sought for with vastly more interest by the coun- 


try than anything I could say, or might be ex- || 


him whatever right I may have obtained to the 


|| foor this morning, taking my chances, of course, 

| to obtain the floor at some other time to offer a 
| few remarks on this question before the close of | 
| the debate. 


I also further understand, perhaps it is proper 
to say here, that by agreement between the hon- 


| pected to say, | have most cordially resigned to | 


| orable Senator from Tennessee and the honor- | 


able Senator from Georgia, [Mr. Toomss,] the | 


| latter is to precede the former in the discussion 


this morning. I have thought it proper to make 
this explanation, as | am put on the record as 


| having the floor assigned to myself this morning. j 
Mr. TOOMBS spoke for two hours in suppert || the judgment of Congress, is the proper force to 


of the bill, and in reply to Mr. CritTENDEN’s re- || 


marks of yesterday. 

His speech was followed by an explanation 
from Mr. CRITTENDEN. 

Mr. BELL commenced a speech in opposition 
to the bill, but had not concluded when the Sen- 
ate took a recess until seven o’clock, p. m. 


After the recess, Mr. BELL resumed, and con- 
cluded his speech. 


Mr. FOSTER obtained the floor, and the Senate 
adjourned, at ten o’clock. 


(The residue of this day’s proceedings will be 
published in the Appendix. ] 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
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The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
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as a lawyer and as a military man, into politics. 
I acknowledge the great doctrine of following 
the flag and fighting under it, no matter in whose 
hands it shall be borne. Itis a very great respon- 
sibility, when a man, at any time, or under any 
circumstances, refuses to follow his flag. But, 
in acting on this great subject, I acknowledge no 
command from any source. I consider that, on 
this subject, Congress is the highest authority. 
As I read the Constitution of my country, Con- 
gress has the power to declare war; Congress has 
pv to raise and maintain armies; and Congress 

as power to provide for the calling out of the mi- 


| litia to execute the laws, and to repress insurrec- 


tion orrebellion. It is our power; itis our respon- 
sibility; it is our duty; it is our high authority, 


| to provide the elements of defense, by which the 


safety of this great country is to be guarded. We 
may receive the opinion of the Executive, as a 
suggestion, or advice; but it is not to be binding 
on us. It isthe business of the Executive to take 
and use the force that we furnish; and if we fur- 
nish the Executive with a force different from 
what it asks, the responsibility is with us. | am 
ready to assume my share of the responsibility, 
for itis no part of my character to dodge respon- 
sibility. When we furnish the force which, in 


meet this exigency, if the Executive fails to make 
proper use of it, fet the responsibility lie on the 
Executive. 

This is my law. This is my conviction of right. 


| I am an advocate of the bill reported by the ma- 


/ and [have supported it elsewhere. 


jority of the committee. I shall support it here; 
Hence it fol- 
lows that I am one who has been willing to see 
such an increase of force as is recommended by 
this bill; and it also follows that lam not willing 
to see the increase of force recommended by the 


Secretary of War. And I will show my rea- 


|| sons why I am not in favor of the kind of force 


Prayer | 


he Journal of yesterday was read and approved. | 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE. 


A message was received from the Senate, by 
Mr. Hickey, one of their clerks, informing the 
House that the Senate had passed, without amend- 
ment, the joint resolution of the House respecting 
the distribution of certain public documents. Also, 


| that the Senate had passed a bill entitled, ** An | 
actto amend an actentitled ‘An act to incorporate || 


the Provident Association of Glerks in the several 


Departments of the Government of the United || 
| States, in the District of Columbia;’ ”’ 


in which he 


, asked by the Secretary of War. 


I was a little 
surprised to hear my distinguished friend from 
Ohio [Mr. Bineuam] state that he was against the 
bill simply because there was another one rec- 
ommended by the Executive, and cite the author- 
ity of the Secretary of War as the reason why 
we should support the bill introduced by the gen- 
tleman from Virginia, [Mr. Fau_kner,] instead 
of the bill reported by the majority of the com- 
mittee. Now, sir, at the very outset of this dis- 


| cussion, I join issue with the Secretary of War. 
| I take issue with him in the whole of that state- 


was directed to ask the concurrence of the House. || 


VOLUNTEER BILL. 


The SPEAKER stated the business first in or- 
der to be the bill (H.R. No. 313) reported by the 


for the defense of the frontier of Texas, and to 
authorize the President to call into the service of 
the United States four additional regiments of 


| volunteers; upon which the gentleman from Ten- 


nessee [Mr. Savace] was entitled to the floor. 
Mr. SAVAGE. Mr. Speaker, if I had the 
owers of oratory and learning at my command 
Sonia not deem it proper to use them on this 
occasion. We have before us a subject of great 
national interest, requiring plain statements and 


common-sense views, rather than elaborate ora- || 
tory; and if I succeed in presenting my views in || 


a plain, common-sense manner, I will have done 
all that I intend todo on the present occasion. It 
is a subject of greatimportance; one which ought 


and one which has already elicited opposing views 
from various gentlemen. This is an attempt to 


| Committee on Military Affairs, to provide for the | 
| organization of a regiment of mounted volunteers 


| is as apparent as the noonday sun. 


ment, cited by the gentleman from Ohio, wherein 
the Secretary of War alleges that it will not be 
doubted that an army, properly organized, con- 
stitutes at once the cheapest and most efficient 
means by which these indispensable services can 
be secured to the Government. Now, sir, | de- 


|| clare that statement to be, in its broadest sense, 


entirely in conflict with all past experience; and 
the proof brought here to sustain it wholly fails 
to do so. The tables on which the statements are 
based are wholly unreliable. 

I know that by certain unfair assumptions this 
conclusion may be arrived at. But, sir, when 
these tables are scrutinized, their assumption 
If you will 
take the account of cost of a volunteer for three 
months, and the account of cost for the regular 
for five years, it may be that the volunteer will 


| cost most; but then when you come to make a 
| calculation of what you get for what you pay, I 
| stand here to maintain that the volunteer fur- 


| 


| nishes the cheapest service the Government has 


_ ever had in any direction whatever, and that they 
| are the main defense of this great nation; and that 


hosted Army of which gentlemen talk so much, 
is a very small part of our national safety. If 
we were to rely upon that system which is en- 
deavored to be settled and fixed for all future 


| time, then, indeed, would you soon have an army 
to call forth our most deliberate considerations, || 


establish a policy, different, to some extent, from || 


the policy that has governed us in times past. The 
question is, shall we increase the military force of 
the United States? That question is addressed to 


us by the President and Secretary of War, and I | 


always feel a great delicacy in opposing one who 
is considered my file-leader. I have been, my- 
self, a soldier, and am « lawyer; and my habit, 
as a Democrat, has been to carry my experience, 


establishment such as every European Power 
now has. Ido not believe that is the intention 
of the Secretary of War, but I say the inevitabic 
effect of his argument would lead to the establisli- 
ment of a regular Army in all future time, for the 


| defense of the nation; the effect will be in less 


than twenty years to fix an enormous military 
establishment on this country in time of peace. 
This, sir, is the first step for treading in the path- 
way which other nations have trod; and, forone, 
I stand here to oppose it. The whole system 
will have been reduced to that corps of regular 
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troons upon which we are to rely in all time for our 
defense. Once establish that idea in the public 
mind, and [say it will not be twenty years before 
you will have a standing Army of one hundred 
thousand men in time of peace. 

fam not willing to pass this bill, particu- 
larly when founded upon such reports and such 
military documents as those of the Adjutant Gen- 
eral and the Surgeon General, which have been 
laid before as. [tis true that we already pay an 
enormous sum for the support of a very small 
Army; but taking into view the vast military es- 
tablishments of other Powers, and we have the 
cheapestnational defense of any nation on the face 
of the globe. Why is it so? Tt is because of the 


~~! 
ir, 


universal reliance upon the fact that on the tap of 


the drum unnumbered men will rush to the battle- 
field from eivil lif4, who will bear aloft the banner 
of the stars and stripes, and carry it on to glory. 

Now, sir, | want to show, as intelligently as I 
can in the brief time allotted to me, that | have 
not characterized this policy too strongly. But, 
before I pass to that, I will read from the Sec- 
retary’s report a few words, going to show what 
this Army is. The déscription given by the Sec- 
retary of War of our Army, leaves no doubt that 
that Army is not the flattering thing which the 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Fav.Kner] seems 
to think itus. ‘The Secretary says in his report: 

“ The basis of our existing system is the British army as 
it served in the colomes before the Revolution, retaining 
many of the detects, since corrected in Great Britain, under 
the experience and necessities of long wars. Provisions 
Inconsistent with the existing system, copied from other 
nations, and partial legislation designed for particular in 
terests, have augmented these evils, and we have commit- 
ted the fault of adapting our tundamental organization to 
atime of peace, 
war.”’ 

‘The Secretary goes on to point out many other 
defects of our present Army organization, saying 
that we have adopted many errors, and retained 
many errors, which should be stricken from the 
system; and if the gentleman will introduce a bill 
to reorganize the whole Army system it will have 
ny vote, He roes on to say: 

* Tt our Army was put upon the proper footing, the anom 
alous spectacle of having two thirds of our rank and file 
composed of foreigners would certainly not be witnessed.”’ 

Now, I understand from this same document, 
right here upon the same page nearly, that the 
Secretary of War tells us that the Mormon rebel- 
lion is composed principally of foreigners. Do you 
propose to fight them with anarmy composed of 
two thirds foreigners? Sir, what we wish to ac- 
complish by this bill 1s to send there the citizen 
soldiery—men from home, men who have been 
raised among us. 

Now, sir, | come to deal with the facts and 
figures presented in the reports of the Surgeon 
General and of the Adjutant General. I call the 
attention of the House especially to an examina- 
tion of these reports, for they will find that the 
assertion made by these officers, that the regular 
service is cheapest, is wholly a delusion, notwith- 
standing the intimation that itis founded upon 
rehable figures. ‘The data upon which they esti- 
mate the expenses of volunteers 1s taken from the 
three months’ service, the most expensive in their 
raising. They have taken the regulars atthe time 
when they were the leastexpensive. They gen- 
erally go back to the ime when a regular cost only 
some two hundred and eighty or three hundred 
dollars a year; and the estimate for the volunteers 
when the cost had greatly increased. I say, there- 
fore, that these reports are the greatest delusions 
ever presented before a legislative body to influ- 
ence its action, and I characterize them as such. 
If you will look at the reports, you will find that 
they rely in nearly every instance upon what Mr. 
Poinsett, the Secretary of War for Mr. Van Bu- 
ren, said, and upon calculations made in 1839. 

Who is this Mr. Poinsett, who originated the 
proposition that regulars cost less than volunteers? 
Ts not the thing absurd in itself? The volunteer 
cannot eat more, and is not paid more, than the 
regular, and yet he is more expensive. Take this 
absurd proposition as you will, give the state- 
ments made all the force they can have, and where 
does this whole thing rest?) Why, sir, as I have 
said, it rests upon something said long ago by 
Mr. Poinsett, They prove, indeed, that the reg- 
ular is cheaper, by the same logic that the negro 
proved in what way the world was upheld. A 
negro philosopher exercised himself to ascertain 
how the world was supported. He gave the sub- 
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ject grave consideration. After mature reflection 
he arrived at the conclusion that it was an abso- 
lute fact, in the organization of the spheres, that 
the world was nota self-existing body, but that it 
rested upon the shoulders of a huge negro. Said 
a bystander, as our negro philosopher explained 
himself, **What does the negro stand upon ?’’ 
‘* He stands upon a huge terrapin.’ ** Where is 
the terrapin???’ **Why, he is nowhere.”’ (Laugh- 
ter.) So inthis matter. You trace the reports of 
the Surgeon General and the Adjutant General 
back to Mr. Poinsett’s statement in 1839; and 
when you seek to know where Mr. Poinsett’s 
statement rests, you find that it rests nowhere. 
[Renewed laughter. ] 

Mr. FAULKNER. I desire to inquire of the 
gentleman from Tennessee whether the report of 
the Paymaster General, upon which Mr. Poin- 
sett’s communication to Congress is based, is not 
predicated upon the actual data contained in his 
office, inthe Third Auditor’s office, and inthe other 
bureaus of the Government? | It is not a conjec- 
tural or a speculative statement. It is founded | 
upon the actual data of the office. 

Mr. SAVAGE. Mr. Speaker, I have exam- 
ined the report of Paymaster ‘Towson so far as I 
could. It was made in the year 1838 to Mr, Poin- | 
sett. I say that it fails to establish the conelu- 
sions which have been stated here. How could 
itestablish them? I put it to the common sense 
of every man. There is nota man to whom the 
proposition can be proved that the volunteer who 
eats and is paid no more than the regular is more 
costly than the regular. I say that the propo- 
sition is an utter absurdity. It is impossible of | 
proof. The proposition goes back for the evi- 
dence upon which it is made to Mr. Poinsett. | 
Who is Mr. Poinsett?) You will find a fact to dis- 
credit Mr. Poinsett as a witness from the start. 
Look to the report which follows the one referred 
to, and you will find that Mr. Poinsett recommends 
to the American people to divide this country into 
eight military districts; he recommends that two | 
hundred thousand militia shall be put under arms; 
that they shall be divided into squads of twelve 
thousand five hundred, or that twenty-five thou- 
sand should be allotted to each district. One hun- 
dred thousand men are to be held in reserve, and 


_ one hundred thousand men to be held in active 


| 

| 
service. When I say active service, I use the | 
words of the report. That was the military rec- 
ommendation of Mr. Poinsett, and he is the man | 
upon whose authority rests the proposition that | 
regulars are cheaper than volunteers. 

[ have not a word to say against the distin- 
guished Secretary of War. He is a gentleman. 
I think he ts a soldier. The opinions which he 
expresses in his communication to the House are 
rightfully taken from the officers in his Depart- 
ment, if he believed them. Butthe recommenda- 
tion amounts to nothing if these opinions fail. The 
Surgeon General and the Adjutant General really 
are the witnesses. They are the witnesses to es- 
tablish this proposition, if it can be established, 
which is to overturn the military policy of the 
country, and for the future do away with those 


ing in our records; whose valor achieved our lib- 
erties at the beginning and protected them since. 
These are the witnesses; and, sir, they stand here 
discredited at the start. Ido not mean to be un- 
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thousand dollars perannum. He charges the ry 
unteer in the time of high cost, and the regular in 
time of low cost. Now, that sort of caleulatiy 
will not do. Gentlemen talk about the sickness 
of the volunteers. Look to your regular Army. 
The number of casualties in the Army by deai),, 
discharge, and desertion, during the year endin. 
June 30, 1857, was five thousand seven hundred 
and twenty-nine—one third of the whole foyes. 
and in making this calculation no deduction fy; 
the losses to the Army occasioned by the |as; 
cause is made. Now, what do you think of tha:> 
Here is a loss, by desertion alone, of two thousay) 
nine hundred and fifty-four men, making one fiji), 
part of the force. And yet we are told that regy. 
lar troops are the cheapest and most reliable fore, 
Now, if they had put this argument on anotho; 
ground, it might have been sustained; but they 
have putit upon ground untenable, unreliabj:, 
and that could not be sustained—namely, that reg. 
ular troops were the cheapest force. 

If Congress will declare Utah in rebellion, and 
not have the Executive make war on his ow) 
hook, then I will talk to you as to whether we 
ought to give ten or twenty additional regimenis 
to carry on war. But I have not seen any prop. 
osition of that sort. If we think that the Tern. 
tory of Utah isin rebellion, it does not become us, 
as the Representatives of the people, to stand her 
quietly and leave the Executive to struggle with 
the difficulty. Itis our business to act; to take 
the responsibility one Way or other; to declare war 
against that Territory, and to make provisions for 
its prosecution. 

So far as | am concerned, Mr. Speaker, I think 
that there is agreat deal of ignorance about the 
people of Utah. There are things there which 
ought to attract the attention of a wise and care- 
ful Legislature. Small though this matter may 
be, smaller things than that have grown into the 
mightiest empires on the face of the globe. When 
we look at the results of religious movements in 
all ages of the world, we find that, from small be- 
ginnings, they have grown to be very stupendous 


+ things. ‘There seems to be a striking parallel be- 


tween the case of Mohammedanism and that of 
Mormonism. We see that when Mohammed 
came upon the world, he was too insignificant to 
attract the attention of the Christian and ido'a- 
trous nations that surrounded him; but ina very 
short time we find him at the ‘head of an army, 
going on to conquest. That such is the objec: 
and design of Brigham Young | have no more 
doubt than I have that the sun shines. I do not 


| stand here to interfere with the religion of any 
_ human being on the face of God’s globe. I wish 


all to travel their own road to heaven. For my 
own part, I wish to chalk out my own road, un- 
controlled by any power on earth. So much as 
to my religious feeling in this matter. And let it 
be distinctly understood here, that my action is 
notin any degree controlled by what is considered 
the odious feature of Mormonism; nor do | wish 
to be understood as approving of that. 1 stand 


| here, not as a priest, but as a legislator; as a mat 
whose business it is to look at the rise and fall of 
gallant volunteers, whose bright deeds are undy- | 


power, and to maintain a Government which is 
the model of wisdom. 
It has been stated by a distinguished Senator, 


_ that, so far as this odious feature is concerned, 


derstood that they are discredited as honorable | 


men, but that they are discredited as witnesses. | 
They are discredited by the facts and circum- 
stances surrounding them. Itis a universal prin- | 
ciple in law, that when a witness testifies under | 
bias, and that bias is known, it discredits what 
he says. Let us see what position these witnesses 
oceupy. It is to be expected that the Commander 
ef the Army, the Adjutant General, and the Sur- | 
geon General, should favor an increase of our 
forces. Itis the bias of their profession. It is 
that bias which always will control men, no mat- 
ter in what sphere of life they move. When the 
farmer wants less land and lighter crops, when 
the merchant wants fewer goods and smaller 
profits, when the lawyer wants lower fees, when 
the preacher wants a slimmer congregation, and | 
when the politician gets tired of being elected, then 
will these Army men get tired of an increase of the 
Army, and not until then. 
My friend from Virginia, [Mr. Fautkner,] in 
his caleulation put down the cost of the soldier | 
| 
at $300 per annum. In fact he costs us about one || 


| that there was a man, whose name was 


there are already, in many of the larger cities, 
such as New York and others, more polygamy 
than there is in the valley of the Salt Lake. Ido 
not know how far that is true, but I know that, 
so faras the cities of my State are concerned, !! 
is not true. But whether it be true or false, |! 
has no effect upon me in reference to this gree! 
question. Whether the Mormons have two wives 
or forty, is not a question to be considered here. 
Ido not know that, as a theologist, I could de- 
cide the question correctly. As a legislator, | 
believe it wrong to have more than one wife; and 
in making laws, | would make them in that view. 
I know that there are great authorities to the col 


trary. I remember, as I read the Holy Book, 
David, 


"who was much beloved of the Lord, and who had 


many wives. I remember, too, that there was 
Solomon, who was the wisest of human kind, 0 
who had seven hundred wives and three hundred 
concubines; and | remember that this same Sol- 
omon spoke three thousand proverbs and one 
thousand and five songs to the Supreme Being- . 
Still this isa question which we have now nothing 
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odo with. But asa friend of this great Union, 
.s a man whose business itis to look to the power 
and glory of the Union, I must look at the founda- 
sonof this Mormon dynasty; and that will show 
that it is the work of ambitious men, for the pur- 
nose of building up a power that should destroy 
the Union. I see,in the person of Joe Smith, not 
_ deluded fanatic, notan inferior man—for he was 
aman who might have stood by the side of Cesar, 
of Cromwell, or of Napoleon. 
vepius, though a priest. He was a man of ambi- 
uous design, and of steadiness of purpose, in a 


He was a man of | 


hicher degree than Kossuth. And be not mis- | 
lg 3 


taken about Brigham Young. He is the equal of 
joe Smith. Look at his letters. No small brain 
sould concoct them. Ambition is at the bottom 
of this matter. Brigham Young stands out likea 
«cond Cesar. Having had command intrusted 
to him, he now insists on retaining it; and evi- 
gently shows that he is ready to make that last 
appeal which the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. 
Kivcnam] says is the trial of right by the highest 
tribunal. 
be fuily prepared for the contest. He defies you. 
He spurns you. He hates you. The Mormons 
look to you as their great persecutor; the great 
destroyer of the power of their Church; the great 
enemy which, if they can conquer, they will be 
supre me. : , 

Now I read from the proclamation of Brigham 
Young, which was referred to yesterday, declar- 
ing martial law in the Territory: 

“Therefore, I, Brigham Young, Governor and Superin- 
tendent of Indian Affairs for the Territory of Utah, In the 


W hether he wins or loses, he seems to | 


name of the people of the United States in the Territory of | 


Utah, forbid— 


“Pirst. All armed forces of every description from com- | 


ing into this Territory, under any pretense whatever. 

Second. That all the forces in said Territory hold them- 
selves in readiness to march at a moment’s notice to repel 
any and all such invasion. 

“Third. Martial law is hereby declared to exist in this 
Territory from and after the publication of this proclama- 
tion; and no person shall be allowed to pass or repass into, 
or through, or from, this Territory, without a permit from 
the proper officer.”’ 

Can language be bolder? Cana declaration of 
war be more impudent? Cesar, when he crossed 
the Rubicon, made no higher assumption than 
Brigham Young when he declared war. He does 
not march upon us, but he stands defying us to 
march upon him, and is ready to make that last 
trial in defense of his position. 

Then, sir, Brigham Young has expressly de- 
clared that no soldier of the United States shall, 
for any purpose, set foot upon the soil of his Ter- 
ritory. He is already in open rebellion, so far 

sany act of his can place him in rebellion. I 
will read from a letter of Captain Van Vliet, who 
repeats the language of Governor Young himself. 
I read from his letter to the Secretary of War, 
dated 20th November, 1857: 

“ Atpreeent Governor Young exercises absolute power, 
hoth temporal and spiritual, over the people of Utah, both 

which powers he and the people profess to believe ema- 
ate directly from the Almighty. Hence the opposition of 
tie people to a new Governor, and the remark of Governor 
Young, that should Governor Cumming enter the Terri- 


oe he would place him in his carriage and send him 
ack. 


Sir, notwithstanding the humble petition which | 
was read yesterday from the Territorial Assem- | 


bly, saying that if you will send peaceable offi- | 


cers there they will obey them, I say that it is a 
ialse, miserable subterfuge, by which they seek 
to delay and divert the attention of their adver- 
sary. Now hear what Elder Taylor says: 


{heard Elder John Taylor, in a discourse to a congre- 
f£alion of over four thousand Mormons, say that none of the 


rulers of the earth were entitled to their position unless | 


appointed to it by the Lord, and that the Almighty had ap- 
pointed a man to rule over and govern his Saints, and that 


iain Was Brigham Young, and that they would have no | 


ove else to rule over them.” 
Now let me call your attention to an extract 


rom the memorial which was read a day or two | 


ago in this House: 


of officials for Utah from among entire strangers. and to do 
Steere obliged to hawk about the offices from State to 
clini » every honorable and principled man indignantly de- 
in findk your appointments, until at Jength you succeeded 
the di ing the requisite number from among the reckless, 
wae runken, the unprincipled, the dissolute, the houseless, 
tele who alone feel the need of the backing 
men ed by bayonets, and for this reason had far better 
remain where society is more congenial to their depraved 
nn conta tastes. No doubt such is the character of the 
= Sent appointees; for what other class would accept offices 
1, US & people where they well knew they were not 
‘auted, and hence had no right officially to be? All we 


“You have appointed, the newspapers state, a full set | 


| where the crime was committed, he was enabled to 


/and one of the leading spirits in this rebellion 
| against the Government, and which must be put 


| experience has taught me never to presume on a 
|man’scowardice. It is something I never take for 
| granted. 


| the charge of these five regiments of volunteers, 


have further to say of them is, they had better tarry with 
their friends, if they really have any.” 

Now, sir, can language be plainer than that? 

Mr. WASHBURNE,; of Illinois. I understand 
the gentleman from Tennessee to be in favor of 
an additional force, and that a volunteer force. 
Hence I infer that he does not consider the pres- 
ent military force of the country sufficient to con- 
quer that rebellious people. 

Mr. SAVAGE. That is a military question 
about which | would like to say something. I 
say, Sir, that the present Army is sufficient to 
conquer them. 

Mr. WASHBURNE, of Illinois. That is my 
opinion; and I wish to state to the gentleman the 
reason why I agree with him in that opinion. I 
have some little knowledge of the character of 
these Mormons. They made a settlementin my 
State, at Nauvov, and what was {hen the con- 
gressional district in which I live. They soon 
became numerous and powerful, and undertook to 
rebel against our laws and set up for themselves. 
They were guilty of great outrages, and defied 
alllaw. They raised a military force, and under- 
took to defy the whole power of the State. You 
might have supposed then, as now, from their 
proclamations and threats and defiances, that it 
would take the whole power of the Government 
to put them down. but, sir, when forbearance 
had ceased to be a virtue, anda small force of the 
citizens of the surrounding country undertook to 
expel them from Nauvoo, where they had in- 
trenched themselves, and which they swore they 
would defend to the last extremity, they made no 
resistance, butingloriously fled. These Mormons 
are a set of cowards as well as scoundrels. One 
of the men who signed that memorial that the 
gentleman has just alluded to—a man by the name | 
of Rockwood—murdered a manin Hancock coun- 
ty, lilinois, in cold blood. He was arrested and 
kept in jail in my own city for several months; 
but, the Mormons having control in the county 


————————————— 





get clear. He went to Salt Lake City, and is now 
one of the chief priests of the Mormon Church, 


down; but I contend that the force already in the 
field is amply sufficient for the purpose without 
additional force. 

Mr. SAVAGE. I express no opinion as to 
whether the Mormons are cowards or not. My 


But, sir, | say from my experience and | 
observation, that five thousand menare amply suf- 
ficient to send out there. Sir, Cortez conquered 
Mexico with less than a thousand men. Scott 
marched to the capital of Mexico, and placed the 
American banner in triumph upon the walls of the 
capital, with a population of two hundred thou- | 
sand, and in the face of an army near forty thou- 
sand strong, with less than ten thousand men— 
having only about six thousand when he entered 
thecity. Youdo not wanta large number of men. 
An immense army train is sufficient to cripple the 
best army in the world. If I had a world of sol- 
diers, | would not send exceeding five thousand 
to Utah. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Ihave already stated that 
there will be a column on the march in the month 
of May for the Territory of Utah, of near three 
thousand men; and I will inquire of the gentleman 
from Tennessee how he proposes to protect the 
eastern Indian frontier, from which these troops 
will be taken, and which frontier should be pro- 
tected if this army is sent to Utah ? 

Mr.SAVAGE. That isthe easiest thing I have 
ever tried to answer. I will give the President 





and if he cannot protect that frontier with them, 
then I shall think the Secretary of War under- 
stands his duty very little. As far as protecting 
the Indian frontier is concerned, | would not give 
one single company of rangers, western border 
men, who know the Indians, fora whole regiment 
of these undrilled foreigners. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. If the gen- 
tleman will permit me, I will make a suggestion 
in reply to the inquiry of the gentleman from Vir- 

inia. It is this: when Congress is in session the 
Dosnidens of the United States has no authority 
to move soldiers from Fort Leavenworth to Utah; 
and if the Congress ef the United States does its | 
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duty, it will regulate the departure and the march 
of the troops; it will countermand the movement 
of the regulars, and furnish volunteers in their 
stead. The attempt of the President to move the 
regulars isa clear usurpation of power on his part. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Is the gentleman prepared 
to vote for a resolution here to recall the troops 
from Utah; those already sent there, and those 
proposed tobe sent? =~ 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. 1 will say 


| to the gentleman, without a moment’s hesitation, 


| the burden of their songs by night. 


that, as a member of Congress, | am prepared to 
control the direction of these troops, and | am pre- 
pared to do that on my congressional responsibil- 
ity; Lam prepared to let the Executive know what 
is the determination of Congress on this subject, 
and to compel him to obey it. 

Mr. SAVAGE. I will say that I am not dis- 
posed to interfere with the discretion of the Ex- 
ecutive. I will furnish him with the troops I 
think necessary; and if he makes an unwise em- 
sloyment of them, then the responsibility will be 
is. But I have not that want of confidence in 
the Executive to believe that there will bean un- 
wise employment of those troops. 

I think that it is nota matter of importance 
whether volunteers or regulars are sent there. If 
it should so happen that volunteers would be 
raised too late for this service, then [ would be 
willing to see the regulars take up the line of 
march for that Territory. 

I have been drawn from my regular course of 
remarks. 1 will now read another extract in re- 
gard to the charges made against us by the Mor- 
mons: 


** The troops, which claim to have been sent by the Gov- 
ernment, have openly said, from the time they have left the 
Missouri river, and even before, that they were coming to 
destroy the leaders of our people, and that that was their 
object. That has been their constant speech by day, and 
They have threatened 
to take our lives, and to sport at pleasure with our wives 
and daughters. That is their openly avowed object, but 
woe to all who undertake to accomplish it. We trust, 
therefore, that you will excuse us if we do not entertain a 
very exalted idea of your humane (?) intentions in sending 
armies hither. Give us our constitutional rights ; they are 
all we ask, and them we have a right to expect. For them 
we contend, and feel alone justified in seeking.” 

Is it possible for us to misunderstand language 
so plain? Brigham Young, | was going on to re- 
mark when I was interrupted, has made a mis- 
take. I have thought in times past, that if I 
were head of the Mormon Church, looking to its 
real intentions to secure power, I would have 
written a little more in the Mormon Bible, and 
made a prophecy, locating the promised land 
somewhere nearer the city of Mexico. Inashort 
time the Church would have been ingrafted upon 
a weaker nation than is the United States. Then 
would the Church have established an empire for 
itself. But Brigham seems to have been more 
ambitious. He seems to look to the planting of 
his standard upon the bosom of the American 
people. The Mormon organization is, in its char- 
acter, rather military than religious. Their lead- 
ers thirst for empire. Look to the history of all 
usurpers and of all aspiring priests, and you will 
find that Young and Smith are the representatives 
only of those who have gone before them, and 
attempted to build up empires. Their history is 
so much like that of Mohammed, that, strike out 
the names, and it is difficult to distinguish the 
difference. The first thing Mohammed did was 
to convert his wife. That was a small church. 
A short time afterwards, and he converted his 
slave. The third convert was Ali. When driven 
from the city of Mecca, the Church only had 
eighty-three members. It was not half so pow- 
erful as the Mormon Church when it was driven 
from Nauvoo. The first expedition sent out by 
Mohammed consisted of nine men, and was di- 
rected against a caravan. It is recorded as one of 
the brightest victories of the Ottoman empire, and 
as a great dispensation of Providence; yet when 
Mohammed died, he left troops enough to over- 
run the surrounding Christian States, and to con- 
quer them. 

Is it not evident that these Mormon leaders 
are seeking to establish upon this continent an 
empire of their own? Are we, then, to let the 
pestilence spread, or are we to cleanse our land 
of it? Are we to wait until the Church grows 
stronger and stronger? Are we to wait util it 
subverts the Republic? I want Congress to in- 
dorse the President in his movement against 
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them. I want to see who will and who will not 
indorse him. I want this thing done upon the 
square. Brigham Young throws down the gaunt- 
let. He wants war; let us give itto him. We 


Let war rage in the 
Territory of Utah, under doubtful circumstances, 
and you will hear appeals come up to us from 
every State of the Union. I have seen a jury 
shed tears under the eloquence of the advocate, 
while defending the most unworthy criminal that 
ever stood charged at the bar; and if this Mormon 
warshall commence under circumstances that will 
permit it to be an element of party warfare, the || 
Mormons will not be without their defenders. 

{ Here the hammer fell. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. You will re- 
member, Mr. Speaker, the very judicious recipe 
of Mrs. Glass for the cooking of fish; first catch 
the fish. And I would like to inquire of the dis- 
tinguished gentleman from Mississippi, [{Mr. 
(Quirman,] and also of the distinguished gentle- 
man from Virginia, |Mr. Fauckner, | if they have 
considered whether there is any legal authority 
whatever for the use of the additional military 
fore proposed to be raised under the bill, or under 
the substitute beforethe House? Itseemsto me 
that there is now, by law, no authority whatever 
for the use of this additional military force, or of 
any military force of the country, in Utah, under 
any state of things that has existed, that now ex- 
ists, or that will probably exist hereafter; and 
that if there is to be an addition to the military 
force of the country, both the bills before the | 
House ought to beamended. The bill of the ma- 
jority of the committee should be amended in the 
sixth line of the fourth section, by adding, after 
the words ** President of the United States,’’ the | 
following words: ** be, and he is hereby, author- 
ized to employ the military forces of the United 
States;’’ so that there may be authority on the 
part of the President to use the military force of 
the country, independent of these volunteers, in 
Utah. The bill provides that the volunteers to be 
raised may be used for the purpose of quelling 
disturbances in the Territory of Utah. This 
amendment will give the President authority to use 
notonly these regiments of volunteers, butalsoany 
other troops; and it seems to me that that author- 
ity ought to be given to him. I do not suppose 
that it would be in order to offer this amendment 
now, pending the motion to recommit, but I indi- 
cate it as one that ought to be made. I would 
also suggest the necessity of inserting an amend- 
ment in the second section, seventeenth line of 
the substitute, as follows: 


know the power of appeal. 


That the President of the United States is hereby au 
thorized to employ the Army of the United States tor the 
purpose of quelling disturbances in the ‘Territory of Utah. 


Now, sir, the Constitution of the United States 
authorizes the President to see that the laws are 
faithfully executed; but this is in subordination 
to another section of the Constitution, which pro- 
vides that Congress shall have power to provide 
by law for the calling out of the militia to ** exe- 
cute the laws of the Union, to suppress insurrec- 
tion, and to repel invasion:’’ so that the power of 
the President is under such law, and such law 
only, as Congress shall see fit to pass. He has no 
other power. ‘There are two laws, and only two, 
on ourstatute-books, giving authority to the Pres- 
ident to use the military power of the country in 
any case whatever—the acts of 1795and 1807. The 
act of 1795 provides for the use of the militia of 
the States in three cases,and no more. The law 
of 1807 provides that wherever he may use the 
militia of the States he may use the land and naval 
forces of the United States, in such cases and no 
others: so that there can be no doubt whatever 
that whenever the President may, by law, employ | 
the militia of the States, he may also, by law, 
employ the regular Army or Navy of the Unived 
States. But he can use the Army and Navy only 
in those cases. Let me read this act of 1807: 

**Tn all cases of insurrection or obstruction to the laws, 
either of the United States or of any individual State or | 
"Verritory, where it is lawful for the President of the United 
States to call forth the miliua for the purpose of suppress- 
ing such insurrection, or of causing the laws to be duly ex- 
ecuted, it shall be lawful for him to employ for the same 
purpose sack part of the land and naval forces of the United 
States as shall be judged necessary, having first observed 
all the prerequisites of the law i that respect.”’ 


IL think, then, it is very clear that we must look 
to the law of 1795 for all the cases in which the | 
Administration bas the right to use a military |! 


dent should have power, upon his own mere mo- | 


foree, of whatever description, in any case. That | 


law enacts that, whenever the United States shall 
be invaded, or be in imminent danger of invasion 
from any foreign nation or Indian tribe, it shall be 
lawful for the President of the United States to 
call forth such number of the militia of the State 
or States most convenient to the place of danger 
or scene of action as he may deem necessary to 
repel invasion. 

Now, it is not pretended that there is any in- 
vasion, or danger of invasion from a foreign State, 
or that the Army is to be used, or that this ad- 
ditional force is necessary to be used, to repel 
any invasion by a foreign nation, or threatened 
by such. 

And in case of an insurrection in a State, this 
act further provides that it shall be lawful for the 
President of the United States, on the application 
of the Legislature of such State, or of the Gov- 
ernor when the Legislature cannot be convened, 
to call forth such number of the militia of the 
State, or of any other State or States as may be 
applied for, as he may judge necessary to sup- 
press such insurrection. But there is no law or 
authority whatever, and I challenge gentlemen 
to produce any, for the President of the United 
States to use the militia or the Army—for now, 
by the act of 1807, the Army may be used where- 
ever the militia may be—in a Territory. Our 
fathers were jealous of executive power; and 
they were wisely jealous of the Army; and they 
took care that it should not be used against 
the people of a State, except there should be.a 
sufficient and legal occasion—an occasion to be 
ascertained by the people themselves, speaking 
through their own government. And, sirg wise 
was it that the framers of that act did refuse to 
grant to the President power to use the militia 
and Army of the United States against the people 
of a Territory—against those, indeed, who might 
be the majority of the people—on the call, not of 
the Executive elected by them, but of an Execu- 
tive whom the President himself had appointed, 
thereby authorizing and enabling the President to 
make his own occasion—by the removal, if ne- 
cessary, of a refractory Governor, and by the 
appointment of his own creature—for calling out 
the troops for the purpose of oppressing the peo- 
ple of a Territory; and who, as | have remarked, 
might be the majority of the people, standing in 
resistance toa faction. 

I think, sir, it was no oversight that the Con- 
gress of 1795 neglected to provide that the Presi- 


tion, to call out the Army of the United States for 
the purpose of trampling upon the rights of the 
people of the Territories. But suppose he is thus 
authorized; suppose the President has the power 
to employ the Army or the militia in a Terri- 
tory: can he use either in Utah? He can only use 


them in Utah (provided he can use them in a) 


‘Territory at all) upon the call of the Legislature, 
or, when the Legislature cannot be convened, of 
the Governor. Thus, sir, if the Legislature is in 
session, orcan be convened, the President cannot 
remove troops to the Territory and use them there, 
without the requisition of the Legislature; if not 
in session, he must have the call of the Governor. 
But, sir, Brigham Young has not sent a requisi- 
tion to the President for troops to conquer his own 
people, and he will not doit. The Legislature, 
which may continue in perpetual session there, 
have not called upon the President to destroy 
their own people, and they will not. 

Mr. FAULKNER. Does the gentleman from 
Maine regard Brigham Young as the Governor 
of Utah? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I beg the gen- 
tleman’s pardon. I had forgotten for the moment 
that he was not Governor. But, sir, it makes no 
difference, for this reason: the law requires the 


| Legislature, if if session or if it can be convened, 
| to ask for troops, before they can be called out 


by the President. The Legislature of Utah may 
continue in perpetual session; and so longas they 
do, the Governor cannot, upon his own motion, 
under the law, make a requisition for troops; or 
if not in session, they may be in a situation to be 
convened at any time. So much, Mr. Speaker, 
for the first section of this law. The second sec- 
tion provides that whenever the laws of the United 
States shall be opposed, or the execution thereof 


| obstructed, &c., in any State—not in any Terri- 
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may be used to enforce the laws. The provisi, 
of this section do not apply to the Territorjcs 
all; and [do not know by what authority the Pr... 
ident has construed the law to authorize the , 
of the military power to enforce the laws of 4), 
United States in one of its Territories. But, ever 
if this section applied to Territories as wel! 
States, the President would not be empowered 
use the Army at this time in Utah, to enforce ; 
laws of the United States. He can only do tii 
‘‘during the recess of Congress, and until the ev. 
piration of thirty days after the meeting of 4), 
next session of Congress.’’ Congress is now \» 


| session, and while they are in session it is for \, 


tory—the militia (or, by act of 1807, the Army) 


to provide for the execution of the laws, if t), 
execution 1s obstructed. Congress has taken e», 
that when they are in session the President s}, 
look to it for the means and authority to see th: 
the laws are faithfully executed. It is a treme, 
dous power to be vested in one man, the right (» 
control the Army and Navy of the United State; 
It ought not to be left in the hands of one may, 
when it can be exercised by the Representatiy, 
of the people. 

Mr. SAVAGE. I wish to ask the gentlemay 
from Maine, if the President has not the authority 
to use the Army for the purpose of suppressiyy 
rebellion in a Territory, would he be willing 
give him that authority ? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I think 
President should have authority, and authoriy 
equal to the emergency. I have no doubt of | 
not the slightest; and I am willing at any tiny 
vote for a law that shall give the President whiai- 
ever power is necessary to quell the disturba 
which exists in Utah. I do not believe there is 
a gentleman in the House, certainly not on ¢))s 
side of the House, who will refuse to give ' 
President that authority. But while there moy 
be, and, I think, is, a large majority for givin: 
him authority to use the force now at his eo 
mand, I do not believe it is necessary, that tl: 
is any occasion whatever, for enlarging the m 
tary force of the country. There always | 
been a wise jealousy in this country against a 
large standing army. The pages of history 
covered with examples of the dangers of standing 
armies—examples which we now and atall tins 
shall do well to heed. They are always incr 
ing in numbers and power, and their tendencivs 
are ever to extravagance—exXtravaganice In ali the 
departments of the Government—and to the een- 
tralization of power. Mr. Speaker, if we go on 
as we have gone on for the last five or six years 
with the Army, its expenses by the year 1905 
will be greater than.the entire expenditures of 
the Government ought to be. They have alread 
exceeded the enormous sum of twenty mill 
per annum; and where they are to stop, Gud 
knows. Think of the power twenty millions 
give to the arm of the Government which spevus 
it. 

Mr.QUITMAN. While the gentlemanis upoo 
that point, | would ask him whether the Preside! 
of the United States has not the right, by virt 
of his command of the Army and Navy, to seid 
the Army into any department in this coun 
where he thinks they ought to be used, al 
whether, if the troops thus sent are resisted by (\° 
inhabitants of that portion of the country to whic! 
they are sent, he has not the power to reinfore 
them, and, if necessary, to fight? I think there 
is an entire misapprehension on the part of gv" 
tlemen as to the objects and purposes for whic 
the President desires to send additional troops \ 
Utah. Itis to accompany the newly appol' d 
civil officers of the Territory as a protection | 
them, and to establish military posts in the 
partment of Utah, which has now become a 
itary department of the Government. Now I ask 
the gentleman if the President has not the rig; 
if the troops are obstructed in the performance ©! 
these duties, to repel that obstruction ? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Ido not doubt 
that the President has the right to station or su’ 
sist troops wherever he pleases; but I hold th«', 
under the Constitution, Congress has the sole and 
exclusive right of declaring how, and when, and 
where they shall be used in the States and in \\ 
Territories. An officer in command might * 
justified, in the case supposed, in resisting, U)"" 
the general law of self-defense. Nothing si"! 
be left unnecessarily to the discretion of the 0! 
cers. 
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y, GIDDINGS. I want to inquire whether 
‘wend from Maine admits that the President 
. send the Army into the State of Maine, or 
any State, and station it there, unless he is 
d upon to do so, not but what the President 
the right to send the Army to any portion of 

. eountry when he has beenasked todo it? But, 
~y», has he the right to send the Army into the 

otleman’s village or town and quarter it there, 

oss he has been called upon to do so? 

\ir. WASHBURN, of Maine. The President 
he United States has the power to send troops 
jopever, by law, there has been provision made 

for quartering them, wherever there are military 
oats or reservations; and | thought I should be 
<» understood, without the trouble of qualifying 
my language. My opinion is, that the President 
would have the right to station troops in the Ter- 
ritories; for in all of them we have already estab- 
lished military posts, and they are themselves 
the property of the United States. 

Mr. REAGAN. I desire to call the attention 
of the gentleman from Maine to this proposition 
fore leaving this part of his argument. 
President of the United States, by virtue of his 
ofice, is clothed with the power of Commander- 

Chief of the Army. That, I understand, in- 


vests him with the right to direct the movement | 


of the Army to whatever place the public service 
may require it to go. The gentleman makes the 


ohjection that the President cannot call out troops | 
in the States for the suppression of rebellion and || 


insurrection. Is it not true that this exception 
is for the preservation of the sovereignty of the 
States—that he shall not send troops into. the 


States for the purpose of suppressing domestic | 
insurrection and rebellion, without the consent |) 


and authority of the States—and without any in- 
tention to abridge the right of the President to 
send troops to the Territories, and anywhere else 
under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Federal 
Government? 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The President 
of the United States has authority to use the Army 


of the United States wherever and whenever, by | 


law, he may; but when Congress makes a law he 
cannot go outside of that law. 
are the reasons for the law, no matter what is the 
occasion of it, he cannot step beyond it. 
the reason why the law did not extend to the Ter- 
rilories Was because its framers did not intend 
that the President should have the authority to 
make his own occasions for using the Federal bay- 
onets against its own citizens, in its own Terri- 
tories. I think that isthe reason why there was 
this omission in the act of 1795. One reason for 
the requirement in reference to States may have 
been that which the gentleman has suggested, but 


rights of the people of the Territories. 

Mr. MAYNARD. I will ask the gentlemana 
question. Suppose his position to be true that the 
President is not authorized to send United States 
troops into the several States of this Union; but 


Suppose that in violation of his duty and hisright, | 


he does so send them, I wish to know whether 
that confers upon the people of the States in which 
they are sent the right to levy war upon the 


Government of the United States, and to make | 
forcible resistance, and to drive them out by vio- | 


acl 


_Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. There would 


‘ten be at most one illegality against another; a 
case of cross-illegalities. 


ite? 


: at the people of the several States of this Con- 
‘eracy have the right when the Executive vio- 
°s the law, in their opinion, to resist him by 

Violence ? 


\dge between them ? 


The | 


No matter what | 


I think | 


j 














| 
} 





And if so, who is to be the ultimate | 


Mr, WASHBURN, of Maine. I have been | 


‘alking about Territories and not States, but to 
“oswer the gentleman’s questions, I suppose that 
© people have some rights; and, sir, anes say 
“iat if the President manifestly, palpably, steps 
Oe yond the law and wholly te of his power, 
“© people, in that case, are not bound to stand 
4 icy and be shot down by a despot, by one ex- 
‘ising @ power never granted to him. In such 
case the President would be no more than a tres- 
'Sser, or if it comes to killing,a murderer. Does 
“© gentleman deny that? 

Mr. MAYNARD. 1 will ask the gentleman 


} 
| 
} 

{ 
| 
| 


| and the other the Army. 
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whether he predicates that upon the legal rights 
of the people or the ultimate right of a revolution 
which is beyond and above all law and all consti- 
tutions. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I think the 


= have a pretty good right to resist any il- 


egal interference with them, no matter whether | 
on the part of the President or any of his offi- | 


cers; a right recognized by law, too, though one 
must be sure where he stands before he resorts 
to it. 

Mr. GIDDINGS. If the gentleman will yield 
to me, I will cite a precedent, a distinguished pre- 
cedent, and one, I have no doubt, which will be 


acknowledged to have force by the other side of | 
the House, as it comes from high Democratic 


authority. During the Dorr rebellion, in Rhode 
Island, the President ordered troops there. The 
Democrats complained, and took the distinct 


|| ground that it was a violation of State-rights for 


him to march troops through that State. This 
was Democratic doctrinethen. It was Democratic 
authority that the President, without the con- 
sent of a State, could not march troops within its 
limits. 


Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Just see what 


ithe doctrine shadowed forth by the gentleman | 
from Tennessee would lead to. ‘The President is | 
to be the sole judge, and whatever he does has | 


the vigor of law, and no man can resist the gross- 
est usurpations without subjecting himself to pun- 
ishment—simply for resisting a known, admitted 
wrong-doer. The President has the Army, and 


| he may use it where and when he pleases, whether | 
| he have authority under the Constitution to do so | 


or not, and no man has the right to call him in 
question. If his marshal breaks into the gentle- 
man’s house, commits burglary, would the gen- 
tleman from Tennessee think his answer a good 


| one, that he had the President’s eo for so 


doing? Iask the gentleman whether he believes 


| himself in the doctrine intimated in his interrog- 
atory? 


Mr. Speaker, there are in this country two 
great dangers to liberty; one the Supreme Court 
Of the two, I think the 
Army is most to be feared. 
for the execution of its own designs. 
wise and faithful we will resist all attempts un- 
necessarily to increase it, forexperience has shown 
us that when once increased it is impossible ever 


again to reduce it against the immense power and 


influence brought to bear against a reduction. 


| The safety of the people is, not to increase it. 


Our strength and defense is, and must be, in the 


militia of the country, composed as it is in my | 


section, of the active, the intelligent, and the 


| brave, the vigorous, educated laborers of the coun- 
while Congress was keeping the rights of the || 


Stutes in safety, | think it did not overlook the || 


try, of all men the most efficient and useful that 
we have. They are equal to all occasions, as 


good for fighting as for other employments or en- | 


terprises, easy to be called out when their aid is 
required, veut 

judgment, the very best soldiers that can be pro- 
duced; for in an army of such, behind every gun 


there is a living soul, an intelligent, patriotic man. || 


On such, sir, is our dependence in all cases; and 
we may ever rely on it. The relations of these 
men to society are not to be illustrated by calling 


them ‘‘ the mud-sills of society;’’ a better figure | 


would speak of them as the corner-stone of our 
institutions. They will do the thinking and the 
voting, and the fighting too, for their country, so 


| long as it shall be a free country; and when they || 
| cease to do so there will be no longer a freeman 


Mr. MAYNARD. Does the gentleman hold || 


within our borders, and the republican of this 


land, if republican there shall be, will breathe his 


prayers and aspirations for liberty in faint whis- || 
Sir, other classes of | 


pers and suppressed sighs. 
men we may spare, for their places will not be 
long unsupplied, but the intelligent laboring men 
of this country, from whose ranks the militia are 


formed, are the men on whom our republican in- | 


stitutions must forever rest, and when once they 


| shall be broken down I know not by what power 


they are to be reproduced. 


*¢ Princes and lords may flourish or may fade ; 
A breath can make them, as a breath has made. 
But a bold yeomanry, their country’s pride, 
When once destroyed, can never be supplied.”’ 


Mr. CURTIS. The bill of the majority pro- 


| vides for just that kind of force. 


Mr. WASLIBURN, of Maine. That is true. 
The bill docs so provide, and in that respect it is 


It is itself, a power | 
If we are | 


y to act, and in my unprofessional | 
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right. But I think there is no necessity for any 


increase of the Army. If I believed there was 
any such necessity for the purpose of suppressing 
the rebellion or quelling disturbances in Utah, I 
would vote for the raising of volunteer regiments 
very cheerfully, provided power could be granted 
to the President to use the force for this purpose; 
but I do not think there is the slightest occasion 
forit. There is,as I have shown, no contingency 
in which the volunteers or the Army can be used 
in Utah; and there is no probability that any such 
contingency will exist, as the law now stands. 
And, sir, there has existed no exigency in which 
the President had a right to use the forces of the 
United States in Kansas. There is only one pos- 
sible event in which he can use them under the” 
forms of law and with a pretence of the authority 
of law; and that is this: Suppose this Congress 
should admit Kansas asa State under the Lecomp- 
ton constitution; and further suppose the free-State 
men, who compose nine out of every ten of the 
people of that Territory, should say, as they must 
say, and act as they should and must act, if they 
would not be disgraced forever and ever—then, 


|, sir, and in that event, the President will be called 


upon vy the Governor—his Governor Marshall— 

or by the slave-State Legislature there, to send 

the Army of the United States to Kansas, to shoot 

down our people, because they resist a constitu- 

tion in which they have had no hand, and which 
| is most hateful and abhorrent to them. 

Sir, I will not vote for an increase af the Army 
that is to be used in any other way than that 
known to the laws of the land. Nor will I vote 
for a force that is to be used in fixing upon a peo- 
ple a constitution which they have not formed, 

| and one which no people ought to have in any 
/event, no matter by whan formed. I hold that 
the people of Kansas would be justified in resist- 
ing this constitution from its intrinsic defects, as 
well as from the manner of its formation; and Tf 
believe, too, that we here have no right to vote 
for the admission of Kansas under that constitu- 
tion. 

Mr. FLORENCE. [rise to aquestion of order. 
| The gentleman’s remarks are not in order. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Maine 
cannot now discuss the propriety of the admission 
of Kansas. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I am discussing 
| the question of the increase of the Army; and it 
seems to me that my remarks are directly perti- 
| nent to that question. How is this Army, when 
| increased, whe used? Is it to be used to enforce 

on the people of Kansas a constitution not re- 

publican in form, and to which they are utterly 
| opposed? T submit to the Chair that that line of 
| discussion is in order. 

The SPEAKER. Itis not in order for the gen- 
tleman, in his remarks, to assign reasons why he 
shall or shall not vote for the admission of Kan- 

|, sas. It may be competent for the gentleman to 
discuss the condition of affairs in Kansas in ref- 
erence to the increase of the Army; but certainiy 
|| not as to the question of the propriety of voting 
|| for or against the admission of Kansas. 

| Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. One reason 
| why I shall vote against an increase of the Army 
} is, that the Army may be used and is likely to be 
| 





used in Kansas, for what? For doing what I hold 
to be wrong. If what itisintended to do be right 
I ought to have no objection on that account; byt 
if it be wrong, then I ought to have objection; and 
I desire to show that it is wrong. 

I was saying, Mr. Speaker, that I believe the 


Army ought not to be used in any contingency, to ~ 


maintain this constituation—that it is not repub- 
lican in form. The seventh article of the consti- 
tution declares that the right to property is before 
and higher than any constitutional sanction; and 
the right of an owner to his property in slaves and 
their issue is of the same character. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair is of opinion that 
the gentleman cannot discuss the question of the 
constitution of Kansas. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. Very well, Mr. 


States to be used for the purpose of enforcing a 
constitution which I desire to show very briefly 
/ was one which ought not, under any circum- 
stances, to be made, and which a free people can 
|| not submit to. Butif Lam out of order I will 
|| pass from it. : 
'| Ihave not come to the determination, which I 


Speaker; I do not want the Army of the United 
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have here expressed in reference to my vote on 
this que stion, without a careful examination of 
the considerations which may be addressed to 
this side of the House to dissuade us from voting 
against an increase of the military force of the 
country at this time and for the presentexigency. 
I will endeavor to present them fairly, and to state 
the reasons why they have not controlled my de- 
cision. 

It is or may be said from the doctrines which 
you, Republicans, maintain, and the principles 
you profess, you ought to be willing to give the 
Administration the necessary means to execute, 
speedily and thoroughly, its purposes in Utah. 
You are opposed to Mormonism. It is a vile 
despotism and a hideous immorality. It is anti- 
Christian and anti-human. Its creeds are im- 
pious and its practices revolting. It makes men 
slaves and brutes. Seventy thousand of these 
people, intrenched in the mountains between us 
and our young empire on the Pacific, living in 
the practice of the worst and most debasing im- 
moralities —liars, thieves, polygamists, blas- 
phemers, murderers—are now in open rebellion 
against the Government of the United States. 
Are you earnestly against slavery and indifferent 
to polygamy? Dissatisfied with ** Americans,”’ 
but prepared to tolerate Mormonism? Certainly 
not. And here is this imminent and fearful Mor- 
mon question upon you; it must be decided now; 
it has already been postponed too long. ‘The 
Mormons are now no mere handful of wretched 
fanatics in your midst, whom the laws of the land 
can easily take care of; but they are a large and 
rapidly augmenting community, drawing to their 
folds great numbers of the weak and ignorant, 
and also many of the strongand crafty. Seventy 
thousand to-day; the next census, if you let them 
alone, will find their numbers more than one hun- 
dred thousand. Have you considered how to get 
rid of this abomination, or when you will seri- 
ously try? Will you waitull they are stronger— 
will you tolerate, and not disturb them—or will 
you, since they are, of their own motion, in fla- 
grant rebellion, seize this opportunity to vindicate 
the rights of human kind, and the honor of the 
American name? And who, in this work, shall 
be foremost but you, who are so deeply enlisted 
in the cause of human welfare—you, who have in 
your platform of principles and duties, declared 
with marked emphasis against those ‘* twin relics 
of barbarism, polygamy and slavery?’’? Who, of 
all men, is bound by his principles and profes- 
sions to tender his counsels, skill, and efforts to 
those who may be intrusted with the responsi- 
bility of removing this moral and political cancer 
from the body-poliuc?) Who, if not the Republi- 
cane 

Mr.GIDDINGS. There is one point to which 
I desire to call the attention of my friend from 
Maine and the attention of the country. We have 
passed no law prohibiting polygamy in the Ter- 
ritory, and according to my friend’s argument, 
we are sending an army there to butcher innocent 
people. We have been told that we have no power 
to regulate the domestic institutions of the people 
of the Territories. ‘The opposite party have de- 
nied that power, and now deny it. Now, I say 
that I will never send an army to that Territory 
unul we have prohibited this crime by law. Let 
us say distinesiy to the country that this vile and 
infamous crime shall never be permitted in our 
Territories, and then if the people of any Terri- 
tory violate that law, I will send an army to en- 
force it. 

Mr.W ASHBURN, of Maine. Iamstating,and 
thought | was understood as stating, the reasons 
addressed to us on this side of the House to induce 
us to vete for this bill. Will you not, it is said, 
consider well before you refuse to the Administra- 
uon the increase of military power, which, we are 
told, is necessary to accomplish the difficult but 
most important work it has in hand, in such way 
as to prevent the unnecessary loss of life, and a 
vast waste of treasure? If you refuse, may you not 
be held to a grave responsibility before the coun- 
try? You say you have no faith in the President, 
none whatever; knowing the crimes he is capable 
of committing you dare not trust him. You allege 
that he has been transferred and made over, bod 
and soul, to the slave oligarchy, and is laboring 
to his utmost to crush out everything like liberty 
and democracy in America. But the real question 
is, will you help him in these ungodly purposcs? 
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tion before the country, and weaken your power 
| to oppose him in his attempts to subvert the Con- 
| stitution he has sworn to support? He knows 
that on these Kansas and slavery issues he is 
defeated in all the free States, and growing weak 
day by day, in the northern slave States, and 
hence he is endeavoring, with his low, character- 
istic cunning, to raise up a new issue to take the 
place of those now before the people. He means 
to divert the attention of the country from slavery 
and Kansas to Mormonism and Utah. Let five 
hundred of our men be cut off in the gorges of the 
Rocky Mountains, and he will cause a cry to be 
raised in every dwelling in the North that the Re- 
publicans refused him troops, and hence this dis- 
, aster to our gallant but unprotected little army; 
and then painting the vices and crimes, foul and 
loathsome, of these people, he will hope to excite 
a fury of zeal, and raise a storm of indignation 
against the Republicans which shall demoralize 
and break down their party, and insure the suc- 
| cess of the pro-slavery Democrats in the nextelec- 
tion, and, in the mean time, the accomplishment 
of his purposes in Kansas, and the complete hand- 
ing over of the government—its prestige and power 
—to the unchallenged uses of the slavery propa- 
_ ganda. Now, are you willing to be caught in such 
meshes as these, and will you allow the President 
to obtain the advantage he desires by any such 
misstep on your part? Will you not, rather, sig- 
nalize your loyalty to the central ideas of your 
political faith, by giving to the Administration a 
necessary power for the execution of a worthy 


that power? And can an abuse of that power 
work any very serious injury, in the worst event, 
to the cause of freedom; and may not your refusal 
to grant it, expose your party, which is its de- 
fense, to dangerous, if not fatal, assaults? On the 
whole, therefore, is it not the part of wisdom to 
vote the President the increase of force which he 
asks for, doing so in the least objectionable form ? 
Will you not give him volunteers for operations 
in Utah alone, and for a limited period ? 

Mr. Speaker, I feel the force of these consider- 
ations, and am aware that events may go very far 
to justify their wisdom, but they have failed to 
convince my judgment of the necessity or pro- 
priety of increasing the military power of the 
| country at this time. I believe the present force, 
| if employed as it should be, is sufficient for all 
ee purposes. Itconsists of some seventeen 
| thousand men, notone thousand of whom, I think, 
are east of the Mississippi river. Twenty-five 
hundred are in Kansas; at least as many mofe can 
be removed from other stations with perfect safety. 
These numbers added to those now in and on the 
way to Utah, said to be about three thousand men, 
willconstitute a force equal to the emergency, and 
as large, | presume, as is contemplated by the Ad- 
| ministration as necessary for suppressing the dis- 
| turbances in Utah. Inasmuch as these men can 
| and ought to be employed in the Utah expedition, 
there can be only one reason why they are not so 
employed, and that is, that they are to be kept 
where they may be used to impose upon the peo- 
ple of Kansas a constitution which the slavehold- 
ers’ Administration have prepared for them, but 


doubt not the people will justly hold, the Admin- 
istration alone responsible for any reverses which 
may befall the Army of the United States in Utah, 
or on its way thither. The Administration has 


and only needs the authority of law to use that 
force in Utah. 


Mr. CURTIS. If the gentleman willallow me, 


the number of troops stationed in Utah. There 
were sent there only two thousand men. There 


are there now not more than fifteen hundred men, 
and by the next spring there will not be more than 
one thousand. Then in Kansas we have three 
thousand, which makes four thousand. These 
are all the regular troops whieh can be relied on 
to meet the emergency. The regular Army is too 
much scattered in Oregon, in Washington, and in 
| Florida, to be collected in time for this expedi- 
tion. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. The gentle- 
man from Iowa understands military matters 
| much better than I do; but I had understood dif- 


| ferently in regard to the numbers in, and on the 
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| Will you permit him to place youina false posi- 


Bi. 


object, leaving to it the responsibility of abusing || 
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way, to Utah, and the feasibility of removing yp... 
from other stations. 

Mr. COVODE. In reply to the remarks jug; 
made by the gentleman from Iowa, I Wish, with 
the consent of the gentleman from Maine, to bite 
that I now hold in my hand a letter from ay oy. 
cer now in Utah, written at Fort Bridger, in wh jo) 
he says there are men enough in Utah; that thoy 
do not want any more men; that they have pu, 
enough to conquer Salt Lake City, if they w 
there. 

Mr. CURTIS. 
offizer that is. 

Mr. COVODE. It is an officer of the reguiay 
Army, who knows all about it. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I will state jy 
reply to the gentleman from Iowa, that I under. 
stood the gentleman from Texas [Mr. Bryay) to 
state yesterday that he had been informed by the 
War Department that the troops now stationed 
in Texas had been ordered to Utah. He says: 

** A few days sinee, the Secretary of War informed me 


that the whole military force in Texas would be ordered ty 
Utah.”’ 


ere 


I should like to know what 


Now, I believe, as I have before remarked, thq: 
the standing Army consists of about seventeen or 
eighteen thousand men in all—perhaps of about 
sixteen thousand effective men. Twenty years 
ago, when the northeastern boundary WAS yet 
unsettled, and a thousand troops were stationed 
in Maine, when a large force was required in the 
Florida war, our entire force consisted of only 
some eight or ten thousand men. Now, sir, at 
this day, I do not suppose there are a thousand 
men of the Army east of the Mississippi river; 


|| and there are something like fifteen thousand be- 


which they loathe and abhor, I shall hold, and | 


tween the Mississippi and the Pacific. That is 
my impression from the weight of testimony be- 
fore me. I may be mistaken. There are now 
nearly six thousand men in Utah and in Kansas, 
and more are being transferred from Texas and 
other points to Utah. So that I think there isa 


| sufficient force now under the control of the Pres- 


ident—so far as numbers go, authority to employ 


| them only being wanted—to meet whatever emer- 
| gency exists; and if, in consequence of his failure 


to forward troops from Kansas, or elsewhere, any 
sacrifice of life should occur, any disasters shall 


‘| happen, the Administration alone will be, as I 


the necessary and sufficient military force already, | 


1 desire to say that he has very much overstated | 


have already observed, responsible, and wil! be 
so held by the country. 

Now, sir, while these are my views of whiat we 
should do, I have no disposition to censure or 
complain of the gentlemen upon this side of the 
House, or, so far as that goes, on either side, who 
believe with my friend ftom lowa [Mr. Curtis] 


that the Army is not sufficient for the necessities 


of the service at this time, and who therefore will 


| vote for an increase of the Army by regiments of 


volunteers. I agree with them that if we are to 


| have any troops, they should be volunteers; but 


I cannot bring my judgment to say that there is 
a necessity for raising more men, and increasing 
unnecessarily the expenses of the Government at 
this time. 

This debate has been protracted long enough, 
and, in my judgment, the time has arrived when 


| it ought to be terminated; and if there is no gen- 


| ing the bill, some words were left out. 


tleman who wishes to address the House on thé 
subject, I will call for the previous question. 
Mr. QUITMAN. [ask the gentleman to yield 
to me for a moment to make an amendment. 
Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I yield to the 
gentleman. 
Mr.QUITMAN. By some oversight ¥ copy- 
move 
to insert them, so that surgeons and assistant sr 
geons shall be provided for these regiments, ! 
they are raised. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman must first 
withdraw his pending motion to recommit. 
Mr. QUITMAN. I withdraw that motion. 
hope, too, the courtesy will be extended to the 


gentleman from Virginia, to allow him to submit 


the amendment of which he gave notice. 

Mr. WASHBURN, of Maine. I yield for that 
purpose. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I move my amendment 8s 


/a substitute for the fourth, fifth, and sixth sec: 
tions. It provides for an increase of the regulst 


force. 

Mr. SMITH, of Illinois. I ask the gentlemau 
to withdraw his call for the previous question. ° 
want to express briefly the wishes of the peop’ 
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| represent in relation to this bill. They have 


dered more than two regiments to the Presi- 
jent for this service. ’ 

Mr. W ASHBURI v, of Maine. I withdraw the 

| for the previous quesuion. , 

Mr. SMITH, of [linois. I do not wish to de- 

‘n the House long; but on a question of this 

ortance, and one in which my constituents feel 
<a deep an interest, I could not be content to give 
_ silent vote. Iam in favor of giving to the Ad- 
ministration troops enough to settle the difficulty 
iy Utah. If the matter were open to contract, L 
would guaranty that the State of Illinois would 
undertake to subdue these Mormons, and force 
them into obedience to the laws of the country. 
In the early part of the session, I tendered to the 
President the service of two regiments from my 
district, to maintain the supremacy of our laws 
and the honor of the country. I stated, in my 
tter of tender, that, at a very short notice, two 
regiments could be furnished. 

Now, sir, as to whether regulars or volunteers 
are best suited for this service, my mind is made 
yp as to What is the true policy and the duty of 
this Government. We have had too many dem- 
onstrations of the gallant services of the volun- 
teers to doubt their efficiency. I believe that, at 
the battle of Buena Vista, if our force had been 
composed entirely of regulars we would have been 
defeated. I am told that a distinguished officer 
stated that the volunteers had been whipped, ac- 
cording to the science and rules of war, twice, but 
that they did notknowit. If they were whipped, 
they were like the boy we have all heard of— 
they would not stay whipped! ‘They went there 
to Wina victory, to maintain the honor and integ- 
rity of the country, and they did it effectually. 

in my judgment, sir, there is no force equal to 
that of rerulars and volunteers combined. There 
isa rivalry created as to which shall do the most 
efiicient and the most gallant service. I believe 
that the glorious deeds of our Army in Mexico 
are attributable to the fact that the force there was 
composed of regulars and volunteers. 

| am willing to vote any amount of troops I 
may deem necessary. Iam not sufficiently con- 
versant with the subject to say whether more 
troops are needed or not; but I am willing to take 
the message of the President, and the report of 
the Secretary of War. I have great confidence, 
too, in the chairman of the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs, [Mr. Quirman.] He has seen ser- 
vice, and I am willing to follow in his lead in this 
matter. There may be one or two provisions in 
his bill which [ would be glad to change. He 
provides that the troops shail be received in reg- 
iments. If they only give to my State one or 
iwo regiments, I shall be satisfied. But, sir, as 
we of Illinois are not exactly in good odor, just 
at this time, [ am afraid that my constituents, 
much as they may wish to serve the country and 


( 


( 


to fight its battles, and much as they may wish | 


to take out an old grudge against the Mormons 
for outrages committed by them in my State, un- 
less some provision is made for receiving less than 
& regiment, will not have an opportunity to show 


their devotion to the country, and to help to main- 


tain the supremacy of its laws. 

When I got up I stated that I had no intention 
of making a speech; nor have I. | simply wished 
to express the views of my constituents, and, as I 
believe, those of the State of Illinois, in this mat- 
ter, They are patriotic, and they are. willing to 
vote any amount of men and money, atany time, 
to maintain the supremacy of the law, and the 
honor and integrity of the country. 

Mr. BLAIR. Representing a region of country 
&8 much interested in this question as any other, 

have for several days sought the floor, but with- 
Cul success. ‘The principal points involved in this 
discussica, that I desfred to preseat, have been 
already submitted by the gentlemen who have ad- 
dressed the House, and they have been treated in 
tuch better langaage than I could hope to employ. 
It will be especially unnecessary for me to make 
any defense of the volunteers, after the able de- 
_— of that branch of the service by the chair- 

an of 


— the bill to the House, and I shall pass to 
Olher topics, 


lhe question which I desire to present to the | 
ouse 1s, Whether the National Government is | 


lrepared to exercise a wholesome control over its 
ependent territories, distant three thousand miles 
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| of their laws should be sent to Congress. 
have for many years enjoyed the privileges of 


| lands. 
| claim to the clemency of this Government have 


the committee, [Mr. Quirman,] who re- | 


from this seat of central power, or whether it is 
intended that they shall run riot yet longer in the 
privileges of ** squatter sovereignty.’’ I say itis 
the duty of the Government, and especially if it 
has any regard for the interests of the people who 
live in the valley of the Mississippi, to reduce the 
Territory of Utah toa condition which will enable 
the people of that valley to pass across the conti- 
nent to the Pacific ocean. Asit is, the Mormons 
have created a blockade in the midst of our own 
territories against the citizens of our own Govern- 
They send to this body what they call a 
petition, or memorial, but which really amounts 
toa defiance of the Government, telling you which 
of the citizens of our Government shall go to 
Utah; and who shali not be allowed to enter that 
Territory. This House is called upon to entertain 
that petition, to consider it: and, if lam to take 
the speeches of some gentlemen upon this floor 
as indicating the sense of the House at all, we are 
to permit that people to settle upon the territories 
of this Government, and prevent the entrance into 
them of any persons obnoxious to them. 

I do not exaggerate; [ have their own words 
for it. They tell us in thatmemorial that we may 
send there the Governor and other territorial offi- 


| cers, but that we may not send other persons— 
_ these troops—because they may not come into 


the Territory with good intentions. 

Not only is that true which they themselves 
have stated, but it is also true that they have 
driven from that Territory the civil officers we 
have heretofore sent there. And who knows but 


| that they will drive out those whom we have re- 
| cently sent there, unless they are accompanied by 


a body of men sufficient to support them?) Who 
knows but what they will repeat the insolence of 
which they have already been guilty, and the out- 
rages which they have already perpetrated upon 


| American citizens ? 


I desire, Mr. Speaker, to call the attention of 
the House to some of the legislative acts passed 
by that people. I had in my hand the other day 
a copy of the laws of Utah, which, however, is 
notto be found in our Governmeént libraries, where 
the law requires that it should be found. The 
government of Utah has never conformed to that 
provision of Congress which requires that —— 
They 


squatter sovereignty,and have passed laws which 
have never undergone the revision of Congress as 


| required by the law under which that government 


was organized, | obtained the privilege, however, 


| of perusing that volume of laws at the hands of 


one of the officials who were recently driven from 
that Territory. 

In that volume I find one law for the incorpo- 
ration of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints, giving that body the power to hold 
property, personal and real, to an indefinite 


/ amount, and the power to inflict punishment for 


breaches of church discipline. These same laws 
have granted out to individuals among the saints 
all the valuable land in the Territory, and invested 
them with every valuable ferry privilege in the 
Territory. They have also imposed taxes upon 


| all who pass through that Territory; and those 


taxes are paid to the Church. Now, sir, those 
lands have never yet been thrown open by the 
Government to preémption. It used to be the 
policy of this Government, up to a very reeent 
time, to dragoon the citizens off from the public 
3ut here a people who have very little 


absolutely taken possession of all the valuable 
lands in that Territory, and have partitioned it 
out among themselves., 

They have established, among other things, an 


emigrant fund, by which they bring into. their’ 
| Territory as many as are useful to them, and as 


they are willing to allowtocome in, They have 
legalized African slavery and the system of Indian 
peonage. I can refer gentlemen to the pages of 
the statute where these laws are found; and I will 
say to gentlemen who are desirous of consulting 
these laws, that they will find a copy of them in 
the hands of Mr. Burr, who was the late surveyor 
general of that Territory. a: ' 
They also provide for the compromise of crim- 
inal suits between the indicted criminal and the 


| prosecutor, at any stage of the suit before trial 
land conviction. ‘They grant the territorial pro- 
| bate court a jurisdiction equal to that of the Uni- 
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ted States courts; and they forbid the reading of 
any law in the United States statute-books, or of 
any of the decisions of the United States courts, 
in their courts, under a penalty. They punish 
attorneys with fine and Imprisonment for nottell- 
ing what has been confided to them by their eli- 
ents, and they authorize very loose construction 
of the laws,declaring that a law may be construed 
in any tense, and that the plural may be taken for 
the singular; a provision by which almost any 
construction in the world may be placed upon 
alaw. They establish polygamy, and make its 
observance a religious duty. ; 

I have already referred to the fact of their dis- 
posing of the lands belonging to the Government 
of the United States; and I will now also allude 
to another law, which may be found on page 120 
of the statute-book, which was made for the pur- 
pose of harassing non-residents and driving ob- 
noxious people out of their Te rritory, by a con- 
fiscation of their property. There never was such 
a system of laws invented as this people have. 
They have united every power, both political and 
religious, in the hands of one man; and by the 
connivance of this Government, for a series of 
years, thatman was made Governor of the Terri- 


—_———— o>? 


_ tory, and has been kept in that position. 


They come here now and complain, in their 


| memorial or petition, as they call it, that we have 


sent to that Territory non-resident civil officers, 
while probably that ‘Territory is the only instance 
among all our Territories where they have had a 
man appointed over them selected from among 
their own people. Now, sir, we sent to New 
Mexico, to a people who lived in that country 
years before almost any of our States were set- 
tled, and certainly before any of them were or- 
ganized into States, and long before the American 
Revolution, a Governor selected from this part of 
the country. This case was made almost the sol- 
itary exception, on account, perhaps, of a tender- 
ness of fecling for those people, who had some 
peculiarities which we did not then suppose woult 
lead to the distressing consequences which have 
resulted. We have indulged them; and what has 
been their conduct growing out of the indulgence 
granted to them? ‘They manufacture a code of 
laws intended to wrest the whole of that ‘Terri- 
tory from this Government, and to harass every 
man sent out there who does not belong to their 
persuasion, and rob them of their property and 
murder them upon the plains. 

I believe that in any court of the United States 
Brigham Young and his Mormon followers would 
be convicted of the murder of Captain Gunnison 
and his party. It could not have been done by 
the Indians. All of Gunnison’s party were found 
with their scalps on, and not a mark was found 
upon them that would indicate that they had been 
killed by the Indians. On the contrary, they died 
from gun-shot wounds, and the Indians in that 
part of the country almost invariably use the bow 
and arrow. ‘There were other marks upon them, 
as proved by the party which discovered their re- 
mains, which indicated to every man familiar with 
Indian warfare, that they had been slain by the 
Mormons. 

Mr. Bridger, an old mountaineer, who had lived 
in that country for upwards of thirty years, ata 
place now called Fort Bridger, was driven out of 
the ‘Territory, and barely escaped with his life. 
He was robbed of all he possessed, and he came 
on here and hovered about the city of Washing- 
ton until his feet were almost worn off, begging 


| the Government to interpose in his behalf. But 


in that he failed. This Government has suffered 
more by that people, and endured more from them 
than any other Government in the world would 
have suifered and endured, 

Now, gentlemen object to raising an army to 
rescue our own people there, for there are many 
of them now there, and to take back again our 
rights in that country, of which we have been 
robbed by those Mormons; and more and greater 
than all, to preventthatcountry from being blocked 
up against our own citizens who desire to cross 
the continent. I say that the people who live in 
the West and Northwest will not tolerate, for « 
single instant, that that country shall be blocked 
up against them by the Mormons. 

Again, objection is made that we have force 
enough already. Gentlemen have argued that, if 


| you withdraw troops from this place and that 


place, we have troops enough to rescue our people 
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and to take and exercise wholesome control over 
that Territory. One gentleman has read to us the 
opinion of an officer of the Army. I am always 
very glad to hear W hat the officers of the Army 
have to say about matters of this kind. But, Mr. 
Speaker, if we wish to revain and assert our as- 
cendency in that quarter without bloodshed, if 
we want toaccomplish what these gentlemen say 
we ought to accomplish, we must have such a 
force to proceed there in the spring as will com- 
mand aseendency without striking a blow. ‘The 
larger the force you precipitate upon that Terri- 
tory, inmy opinion, the less bloodshed you will 
have, and the sooner you will command peace. 
With the force now there, you will not have peace 
without first a great deal of bloodshed, and the 
loss of many lives. And I would tell that officer 
in the Army, if he were here, that [ would prefer 
that his commanding officer had three or four 
times as many troops under his command, with 
which to take Salt Lake City, than he now has, and 
that thereby would be saved the lives of many 
gallant officers and many men upon our side. 

The policy, in my opinion, which this Govern- 
ment ought to adopt, would be to send there a 
force which Brigham Young could not resist, and 
which the people of Utah and Salt Lake City 
would know it would be impossible to resist; and 
then, without striking a blow, we should have a 
surrender, 
many lives in the ‘Territory, and a protracted 
guerrilla war from the heads of all the canons in 
the country; and one which can be maintained by 
those desperate men, inured to the hardships of a 
life in that country, and acquainted with its geog- 
raply,as no other people are, fora series of years 
to come. 

Now, sir, | do not participate in the alarm which 


Otherwise, you will have the less of 


some gentlemen feel, that this army will be used | 


elsewhere. In the first place, if it is the intention 
of the President to do the thing which they fear 


he will do, he has the army and the men with | 
which to do it already in that Territory; and he | 


is as likely to do it with those men as he would 
be if we gave him the additional five thousand 
volunteers, for it will make hardly any difference 
im the conflict which that act would provoke, 
whether he had these additional five thousand 
men or not. 

As I said, i do not participate in that alarm. 
It may have been, and I believe it was the case, 
that the President, in the flush of his first ascent 
to power, did do mischief; but he has learned 
some lessons since that time which he is not 
likely soon to forget, nor the men who back him. 
He has learned that there is a power which can 
check his career, and which will not submit to 
have the Army of this country turned upon the 
peaceful citizens of this country, for an illegal and 
an abominable purpose. In my opinion, he has 
already learned that lesson from what has trans- 
ime since the attempt was made. If he has not 


earned it, and persists in going forward in the | 


career he seems to have marked out for himself, 
he will meet with a power which can check his 
career. ‘There is a mode of doing these things 
which the President well understands; and we all 
feel and know that it will be exercised if he un- 
dertakes to use the Army against the peaceable 
citizens of the country in Kansas. 

Therefore, Ido not participate in that alarm, 
nor do I intend to hold myself responsible here for 
refusing to do what I believe the country demands 
of us, for fear that the President, or some other 
man, may do some other thing equally obnoxious. 
Jam as willing to confront him in this matter as to 
confront Brigham Young in the mountains, and 
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anything has occurred already in this matter, we 
| know where the responsibility is. 


We know 
that the planning of that campaign, and the imbe- 
cility which marks every step of it, are to be fixed 
upon the President and his Administration. We 
know that, if he had not kept the troops in Kan- 
sas to do a work which of itself was infamous, 
they would have been, before the winter snows 
fell, in the valley of Utah,and have brought that 
people to subjection. Now, while up to this pe- 
riod the responsibility does rest on the President 
from his failure to do his duty in this matter, I 
trust that we shall fix the whole responsibility on 
him and on the executive arm of this Govern- 


| ment, in the future condact of this campaign. 


| regard to their territories. 





I have no difficulty—none at all—on the subject 


of the power of the President to move the Army | 


into the Territories of this Government. Nor have 


I difficulties about the power of this Government | 
over the Territories; and I trust that, if no other | 


good thing comes out of this unfortunate affair— 
so to characterize it—it will give the last and fatal 


blow to that heresy of squatter sovereignty that | 


has grownupinthisland. Lam one of those who 
believe as strongly in the doctrine of popular sov- 


ereignty as any man on this floor; but itis the sov- | 


ereignty of the whole people of the country in 
It is the right of the 
people of the country to govern what belongs to 
them; and I say it is rank cowardice to abdicate 
a power conferred on Congress by the Constitu- 
tion, to shirk it off upon the first two or three 
hundred individuals that may reach a territory to 
be organized by this Government. 

I make these remarks, Mr. Speaker, in view 
of what I have read from the laws of that Terri- 
tory. I think that, while we are preparing to bring 


| Young and his deluded followers into subjection, 


we should, at the same time, take proper meas- 
ures to prevent the recurrence of similar events. 
I think that we should, before the adjournment 
of this Congress, pass a bill, copied from the bill 
organizing the old Northwestern Territory, giv- 
ing to the Governor and judges of that Territory 
egislative power. *It is the only means by which 
that Territory can be regulated, if it retains a ter- 
ritorial organization. These people have already, 
as is well known to the whole community, driven 
out from their midst every man who does not agree 


| with them in their polygamist code; and now the 
| Mormoncommunity is nothing butagreat brothel. 


Mr. Speaker, I have not examined with a great 
deal of care, nor do I consider myself competent 
to pass to an examination of, the details of the bill 
before us. The confidence that I repose in the 
Committee on Military Affairs, and especially on 
those members of it who are most conversant with 
military affairs, would constrain me to vote for the 
bill they have reported. I shall therefore vote for 
the bill to place ie regiments of volunteers at the 
disposal of the President, but I will not, under any 
consideration, vote to add a single man to the reg- 
ular Army. 

Mr. QUITMAN. I think now that this debate 
has been sufficiently extended, and that the views 
of all the subdivisions of the House have been 
presented on this bill. I therefore move the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. GROW. I ask the gentleman from Mis- 
Sissippi to give way for a moment. 

Mr, QUITMAN. I would willingly comply 
with the gentleman’s request, but I think we have 
already had debate enough on the bill. 

Mr. FAULKNER. I move that there be a call 
of the House. 


Mr. HOUSTON. 


| and nays. 


to apply that remedy to his conduct here which | 


I shall vote to apply to Brigham Young. I think, 
if he does persist, he may himself be a fugitive 
as well as Brigham Young, and the fate of Co- 
monfort may await them both. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, | think it is due to the ex- 
igency that we should at least place these troops 
at the disposal of the President, so that, if there 
should artse any emergency in Utah requiring the 
troops, he may have them. If, as gentlemen say 
here, there is no such necessity now, | argue that 
there may be; and if,as has been already remarked 
on this floor, any evil should befall the gallant 
army that is now shut in by the snows of the 
mountains, I do not wish, for one, that Ll individ- 
ually, or the party with which I act, should be 
held enpeinsibte for that calamity. So far as 


Mr. BURROUGHS. 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was not agreed to. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr, COLFAX. Let me suggest to the gentle- 


I move that the House 


| man from Alabama to let the previous question 


be seconded, and then the gentleman from Mis- 
sissippi can close the debate at this time; and that 
will give time for members to be sent for. 

Mr. HOUSTON. After the previous question 


| is seconded, a call of the House is not in order. 


If, by general consent, a call of the House can be 
then had, I have no objection. I simply desire 
to have members present when the vote is being 


| taken, 


Mr, COLFAX. The gentieman from Missis- 
sippi will, of course, speak for some time. 


On that I call for the yeas | 
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Mr. HOUSTON. Iam willing to withdray +)., 
call for the yeas and nays, as I understand ;), 
gentleman from Mississippi intends to occupy jy\s 
hour now before the previous question is 5; cond. 
ed. Then the call of the House can be had. 

The SPEAKER. Under the prectice of ») 
House, the gentleman from Mississippi ean 99. 
cupy his hour after the previous question ig gp. 
ond d. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Then, with the consent oft), 
House, I will withdraw the call for the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. FAULKNER. And I ask leave to with. 
draw the motion for’the call of the House. 

There being no objection, the motion was wit). 
drawn. 

Mr. MORRIS, of Illinois. I hope the gent). 
man from Mississippi will withdraw his cal] f), 
the previous question. I want to saya few words 
on this question. 
|| The call was not withdrawn. 

The previous question was seconded; there be. 
| ing, ona division—ayes 70, noes 48; and the main 
question was ordered. 
| Mr. QUITMAN. After the somewhat pro. 
tracted debate upon this bill, I shall endeavor to 
confine my remarks to those points which, in my 
|| judgment, need reply or explanation. y 
| There seem to be two classes of opponents to 
|this bill. First, those who distrust the Admip- 
| istration, and are therefore unwilling to place at 
| their disposal any additional military force wha:- 
|,ever. While some of these gentlemen admit that 
| an emergency has arisen such as to require an 
|| additional force, yet their distrust of the Admin- 
| istration overrules their good judgment, and in- 
duces them to oppose this bill. 
| The other class is composed of gentlemen who 
|desire to increase the regular standing Army. 
Well, Mr. Speaker, I think gentlemen who this 
|| oppose this bill for the first reason, mistake alto- 
| gether the views of the President in regard to the 
| expedition to Utah. I do not appear here asa 
| special defender of the President’s measures, | 
| have had no part in them, and perhaps might find, 
were I to look into them, some objection to the 
way the Army has been employed within the last 
| year. But, Mr. Speaker, the President is right 
|in his determination to support the officers ap- 
| pointed to take charge of affairs in Utah by some 
military force. The gentleman last up, on the 
other side of the House, [Mr. Bratr,] has pre- 
|| sented this question in a very strong light. There 
may be some doubt whether Utah, strictly speak- 
|| ing, is in a state of rebellion or insurrection; but 
no man can doubt that it would be unsafe to send 
| civil officers of the United States there to enforce 
|| the laws of the United States over that Territory, 
| unprotected by a military force. 
|| As L understand it, the Territory of Utah has 
|| been constituted into a military department of the 
Government, and the President wishes to station 
a sufficient number of troops there to prevent re- 
sistance to the laws, and to suppress the rebellious 
| spirit which appears to exist there. No mann 
|| this House will deny that it is the duty of the 
'| President, as it is his right, to appoint officers to 
|| administer the government of that Territory, ! 
accordance with the laws of the United States. 
| Finding the laws made by the existing Legisla- 
| ture of Utah such as the gentleman from Missout! 
|| [Mr. Brarr] has shown—finding that they a 
arrayed against the authority of the United States 
—who doubts that it is the duty of the President, 
in sending officers there, to protect them wits 
military force, not for the purpose of making we", 
but for the purpose of performing the peace! 
duty of applying the laws of the United States 
to the Territory of Utah? Who doubts the ee" 
or or even the necessity that they should thus 
be protected? Besides, if is the right, I beuev 
it to be the duty, of the President, under exis 
| ing circumstances, to station a strong force 1n that 
military department of the country. There !s "© 
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intention, so far as I have heard, upon the 
or- 


On 
yon 


| of the Administration, to make war upon the \ 
| mons, or to murder their wives and children. 

| the contrary, I doubt whether there is a man Uj 
‘this floor who does not .know that the who'e 
_ American people would repel the idea of making 
war upon the Mormons, if they submit to receive 
the officers legally appointed over them, and ode} 
} the laws rightfully made for their government 
ii gee, therefore, no reason to suspect that this ml! 
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